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LIVES OF THE CANONIZED SAINTS,

The Scrvantg of God,

BEATIFIED, OR DECLARED VENERABLE BY AUTHORITY,

And others who are commonly reputed among Catholics to have died
in the odowr of sanctily, especially in modern times.

1. Tt is proposed to publish & es of such Lives, translato.
from the Itallan, French, Spanish, German, and Lasin, in small
8vo. volumes, of about 400 pages each, and to bring out four
volumes in the year.

2. The Editor and Translators not making any profit on tane

work, the volumes will be sold as cheaply as possible. Each vol,
will be sold separately, and will be complets in itself, except when
one Life occupies more volumes than one, and the price not ex-
eeed 4s,
. 8. The works translated from will be in most cases the Lives
drawn up for or from the processes of canonization or beatification,
as being more full, more anthentic, and more replete with anee-
dote, thus enabling the reader to become better acquainted with
the Saint’s disposition and spirit; while the simple matter-of-fact
style of the narrative is, from ita unobtrusive character, more
adapted for spiritnal reading than the views and generalizations,
and apologetic extenuations of more recent biographers.

4, The objects of the friends who have jointly undertaken this
task have been—1. To supply English Catholics with a cabinet-
Mbrary of interesting as well as edifying reading, especially for
families, schools, and religious refectories, which would for many
reasons be particularly adapted for these times, and would with
God’s blessing act as a counter influence to the necessarily deadens
ing and chilling effects which the neighbourhood of heresy and the
oeonsegaent provalence of earthly principles and low views of grace
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may have on the temper and habits of mind even of the faithful ;—
2. To present to our other countrymen a number of samples of the
fruit which the system, doctrine, and moral discipline established
by the holy and blessed Council of Trent have produced, and
which will be to inquirers really in earnest about their souls, an
argument more cogent than any that mere controversy can allege,
and 3. To satisfy a humble desire which they feel to spread the
honour and love of the ever-blessed Queen of Saints, by showing
how greatly an intense devotion to her aided in forming those
prodigies of heroic virtue with which the Holy Ghost bas been
pleased to adorn the Church since the schism of Luther, more than
in almost any previous times, and whose actions, with a few excep-
tions, are known to English laymen only in a very general way,
and from meagre abridgments; while the same motive will prevent
the Series being confined to modern saints exclusively.

5. The work is published with the permission and approval of
superiors. Every volume containing the Life of a person not yet
canonized or beatified by the Church will be prefaced by a protest
in conformity with the decree of Urban VIIL, and in all Lives
which introdace questions of mystical theology great care will
be taken to publish nothing which has not had adequate sanc-
tion, or without the reader being informed of the nature and
amount of the sanction.

Lifes alveavy Publishen,

S. Philip Neri, 1595,
. Companions of S. Philip Neri.

...... veeeeneee 5o Thomas of Villaoova, 1555. S. Francis
Solano, 1610,
[ .. 5. Rose of Lima 1617. B. Colomba.ofoeh, 1501,
S. Juliana Falconieri, 134
[ O Fathers of the Oratol . Sebastian Valfre,

1710. De Santi, 1650. Mztteu(.cl, 1629,
S. Ignatius, 1556.
B. Sebastian of Apparizio, 1600,
14 S, Alphonso ngnon, 1787
... Companions of St A sphonso Liguori.
V. Father Claver Cardinal Odes-
calchi, S. J., 1841,
17 e seseeeeee F. Anchieta, "S. J. V. Alvera von ermnndt,
1&9 ;’d John Bergli)m&ns, lS‘:; 0.71 162
ary Magdalene of Pazzi,
.. Ven. Benedict Joseph Labre, 1783.
Fathera of the Oratory: V. Fabrizio dall’ Aste,
F. Mariano Sozzini, 1680,

21,22 .....eeeee V. M Alacoque, 1690. S, Catherine
23 of BOI Ctl;‘ilman8 £ 1648. B. Ippolito
............... S. c . B. i
Galannm e ppo
Uniform with the {ibove 5 Pope Benedict XIV., on Heroic Vir-
ue, vol

Essay on Canomzauon, by the Rev. F. Faber, Cong. Orat.
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Libes in hand, ov Contemplated,

S. Stanislas Kostka, S. J.,1568. F. Segneri, S. J. 1694,

S. John of God, 1550. F. Pinamonti, S. J. 1703.

S. Felix of Cantalice, 1587, F. Balthasar Alvarez, S. J. 1580,
S. Camillus of Lellis, 1614, M. Olier, Founder of the Semi-

S. Gertrude, 1292. nary of St. Sulpice, 1657,
S. Teresa, 1582 F. Licinio Pid, Founder of the
S. Veronica Giuliani, 1727. Oratory of Bologna, 1682,

S. Peter of Alcantara, 1562, F. Bini, Founder of the Oratory
S. Giovanni Colombini,Founder _ of Florence, 1635.

of the Ges 1367. Brother Dionisio Pieragostini,
S. John Francis is, S.J. 1640 of the Oratory of Camerino,
S. Francis Jerome, S. J., 1716. 1665,
S.Jane Francesde Chantal, 1641 F. Prever, of the Oratory of,
S. Vincent of Paul, 1660. Turin, 1751,
S. Francesca Romana, 1440.  Sister Bernardine Roussen of
S. Cajetan of Thienna, 1547. Boulogne, 1823,
S. Turibius of Lima, 1606. Florence de Werquigneeuil,

S. Francis of Asasisi, 1226. Benedictin 1634,

S. Charles Borromeo, 1584, The Fioretti of S. Francis.

S. Philip Benizi, 1285. F. Prosper Airoli, of the Roman
S. Pascal Baylon, 1592. Oratory,

1656. <
S. Catherine of Siena, 1380. Flaminia i’gpi, Roman Lady.
S. Francis Borgis, S. J. 1572.  S. Aloysius, 3. J. 1691,
S. John Capistran, 1456. S. Fidelis of Si i 1622,
8. Francis Xavier, S. J. 1552,  S. Jerome Amiliani, 1537.
S. James de la Marche, 1476, 8. Laurence Giustinian, 1455.
S. John of the Cross, 1891. ~ S. Joun Cantius, 1473, :

S. Louis Bertrand, 158). S. Seraphino di Moute Granario,

The Martyrs of Gorcum, 1572,  1604.

S. Mary of Oignies, 1213. S. John of Matha, 1218.

S. Pius V. 1572, [1684. S. Margaret of Cortons, 1297,

B Bonaventura of Barceloua, S. Nicholas of Tolentino 1306,

B. Angela of Foligno. S. Andrew Avellino, 1608.

B. Ambrosio Sansedoni, Domi- 5. klzear of Salvan, 1323,
nican. S. Lidano, Abbot, 1118.

B. Julian of Augustine, 1605. S. Audrew Corsini, 1373.

B. Baptiste Varani, 1527. S. Delphina, wife of S. Elgear,

B. Bernard of Ottida, 1694, S. Bruno, 1125, [1309.

V. Maria Clothilda, Queen of S.Juliana of Retinne, 1258,
Sardinia, 1802. S. Lidwine, 1380.

B. Peter Urraca, 1657. S. Joseph of Cupertino, 1663,

B. Leonard of Port Maurice 1751 5. John Nepomuc, 1383,
B. Giambattista della Con- S. Louis of France, 1270,
cezione, 1613. S. Bonaventure, 1574.
B. Laurence of Brindisi, 1619. S. Raymund of Pennafort, 1275.
V. Camilla Borghese Orsiui.  S. Peter Paschal, 1300,
V. Mariuna of Gesll, 1645. S. Benedict X1I., 1304,
V. Cardinal Bellarmine,S.J,162l. S. Elizabeth Queen of Portugal,
V. Paul of the Cross, 1775. 1336.
-V. Yvan of the French Oratory, S. John Bridlington, 1375.
and Founder of the Order of S. Joachim ot Siena, 1380.
our Lady of Mercy, 1653, S. Peter of Luxembourg, 1387.
F. Auger, 8. J. 1591, S. John of Pisa, 1435.
F. Viucent Caraffa, S, J.'1649, S, Joanna, Queen of France 1505



rs,
S. Francis Caracciolo, 1608,
8. Louis of Toulouse, 1297,
S. Natalie,

S. Francis of Sales, 1622,

S. John the Cn.lybnt.e 450,

S. Thomas A mnu, 1247,

S. Dominic, 13

g g:are‘of Monteklco, 1308,

4
B.]Giwmm Maria Bonomi,

670
B. Nicolas Albergati, 1643,
B.lgregory Louis Bar
B. John Marinoni, 15«2,

B. Joseph Oriol, 1602, .
B. John Ribera, lGlI

. Cardinal Tommm, 1713,
B. Maria Vittoria Fornari, 1617,
B. Mary of the Incarnation, 1618
B. Elizabetta Picenardi,
B. Catherine Thomasia, Augus-

tinianess 1574

B Andrea Dotu 1315.

B. Henry Suso, 1365,

S, Agnes of Montepulouno, 1317 The Seven Blessed Founders of

S. Catherine di Ricci 1590,
S. Pacificus, 1721,
S. Angela de Merici, 1540,

e Servites,
B elice,
B. Giacomo Filippo Bertom,

S.John Joseph of the Croes 1734 B. Simon of Roxas, 16

S. Antoninus, 1459,

S. Giacin uﬁnmoom, 1640,
S. Vincent Ferrer, 1419, -
S. Catherine of Genoa, 1.,10,
S. Clare of 253,

S. Francis of Paula, 1508,

B. Gioachino Pneeolomini.

B. Francesco Patrizi,

B. Peter de Capntns, Dominj-
can, 1445,
B. Angelo Porro,

B. Bernard Scamacca, Dommi-

S. Benedict of Phuadelphl, 1589 Bm. 1486,

S. Emidius,

S. Bridget, 1373.

8. Dinacus, 1463,

S. Colette, 1447,

S. Anton; ot‘ Padua., 1231,
S. Peter

S. Raymond Nonmt 1240,
B. Peter Fourrier, 1

B. Alexander Sanix l5

B. Albert of Vlllacontenu,
B. Bernard of Corleone, 1667,
B. Tommaso da

., Joanna Sodenm, 1367,
B. Michael de Sanctis,
footed itarian

B. Benn.rdinanous. 1503,
B. Pietro Cresci of Foligno,

aness,

Magdalen “Albrici Avugustini-
B. mntdi st.o Agazzari,

ret of Savoy,

B. Bernard Tolomei, f348

B. Paul Burali of Arezzo, 1578, B. Cnsuna, Augmunhneu,

B. Louis Alamanno,

ohn
B Bonaventura of éobenzalﬂl B. Peter of Maglimo.

B B. Niccold Fattore, 158

lg&sparo de Bono S:Egnolo, V John d’ Avila, 1569,
B. Nlceolb di Longoberdo.nz,'lms,

B. Audrew Ibornon, 16!

B. Catherine Tomas, 1574,

. Crisin o Viterkt, 17,
. Jo

B. Martin Porres 1639

Francesco de I;oeadu, 1718, V.
16‘7V. Mary Vlllani 1670,
lueobar

B.
B. Alphonso Rodrigues, S.J.
Rszzo ’
Aguihr,

of Parma,
H'Yrv

Bartholomew de Martyribus,

590
V. Catherine de Raconis,
V. Emily Bicchieri,
V. Sybillina di Payia,
erine Vanina,
V. Paula da Foligno, 1674,
. Anne de St. Bartelem

V. Pierre du Moulin

V. Mgr. Strambi, Pa-mmd.
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VMmCmal-u,Benedio-V.IMns Capizel, Secular

ess, 1699, Priest, 1783,
V. Bolhlmmr,lﬁ'! fb.1674, V. FlondaCovo Ca; ess,
V. Roea Maria of S Antomo, i, Cupuchin

V. Giovanni Leonardi, Fruncu Xavier Maria Bian-
V. LonudaPonte, 16)4, ! t. chl, Bambite. 1815,

V. touhe Holy V do a Salle, Founder ot the
V. Con mthn Brotheu. 1719

tory, 164 V Cemear de Bus, Founder of
V. Cardinal Ximeneo. 1517 the Congreg.t.ion Christian
V. Grignon de Mont{ort, * Doctrine in cek
V. Canisius, 8. J. V Andrew Bobols, S.J., 1657.

V. Antony Dominicon V. Juvenal Ancina, of the Ro-
V. Cardinal de i?onnder man Oratory. 1604,
of the French Omtory, 16329, V., Leo ldo a Gﬂchi, Francis-

V Boudon, 1702'.
V. F. Bernard V. 'l‘beo Iniu a Carte, Francis-
V Cretene 1666,
V. Josepha Maria of St. Agnes, V. Clu-s Teabella Furnari, Poor
V. Louis of Gnnnds, 588, Clare,
V. Maria Dolado, 1632, V. Andrew a Bn o, Capuchin
V. Agnes of Jesus, Dominica-  Lay-brother, ?‘
ness, 1634, V. John the Sinner, eomponion
V. Angelo ab Acrio, of 8t. John of
V. Thereea Redi of the Heart V. Peter Funeis Ggo, of
of Jesus, Carmelitess, 1766, the Roman Orawry.
V. Maria Crocifissa Satellico, V. Mariano, Arciero, Sec.
Poor Clare, 174], V. Giovanni Tommaso Euﬁh-
V. Antonio M%ﬂ 8 Gesil, cluo, of the Oratory of Naples,
[1720, V. Angela Maria Astorch, Capu-
V. Angelo de 'Pnnlu, Carmelite, chmeu, 1665,
v. JoannsdeLeatonw‘Fonnd- V. Pompeo di Donato, cf the
rees of the Daughters of Oratory of Naples,

1640, V.M Carmeli-
V.M”,Chulel Camﬂh, Founder sy of the Angels,
tho pious hboureuvlsas, V. Antonio Grassi, of the Ora-

V. Maria ancm a Vulneri- to
bus, 1791 ry, cu‘iukl, Francis-
V. Francis of St. Antony, 1716. “can, 1741

V.Jobhn Paldox,lsﬁs, can,1754 V. Francis Antony Fasani, Fran-

V. Philip of Velitri, Francis- _ ciscan, 174

V. Antony of the Conception, V. Clara Isabella Gherzi, 1800,
Secul on, Flnﬂ, V. Bartholomew de Quen

V Antony Alfonso Bermejo, Founder of the Oratory of
V. Bernardino Realino, S.J. 616 Lisbon, 1698,

V. John Baptist de’ Rubeis, V. Felix 'a_Nicosia, Capuchin
Canon of ta Maria in  Lay-brother, 1787,
Cosmedin V. Febronia Ferdinand a Gesi,

Y. Catherine de ﬁa.r 1694, Poor Clare, 1718,

V. Tomaso Eustachio, of the V. Biagio Morani,

Naples Oratory, 1641 V. Nicolas Mohnnrnl, Capuclin,
v. Francis Camacho, of of the Or- 1792,
“der of St. John of God, 1698, V. Benedict of Pogglbonzu,

V.John Sarcander, Secular V. Ae-nndn Sabini di Rocca-
Priest, 1620, n‘d.i?

V. Peter Dominic of Civita V. Angelo iorucci,

Vecchia, Franciscan, 1738, V. Bartholomew Tunari,
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V. Anna de Jesus, 1621, F. Saintpe, of the French Ora-
V. Philip Franci of Florence, tory, [1798,
V. Lavinia Senardi, Seeur de la Nativite, Fougeres,
V. Matthew Guerra of Siena, F. Girolamo Gabrielli, Founder
V. Cecilia Castelli Giovanelli, _of the Oratory at Fano,

Franciscan F. Francesco Cabrini, Founder
V. Serafina, di Dio,. of the Oratory at Brescia,
V. Serafina di Gesi of Capri, F. Baldassare Nardi, Founder
¥. Lavinia Senardi, of the Oratory at Aquila,
V. John Andrew de Afflictis, of F. Giovanni Battista Magnanti,
the Oratory of Aquila, of the Omtolg at Atiuila, o
V. Felix Angelico Testa di Be- F. Alessandro Borla, 1592, &3
“ﬁ;’m F. Antonio Talpa, 1624,
V. A der Lusag F. Trojano Bozzuto, 1625,

0, 0)

V. Antonio Maria chs.ria, F. Donato Antonio Martucci
Barnabite, 1539 F. Antonio Glielmo, ;1636,

Bartholomew i‘en-a.ri, Bar- Don Lelio Sericchi, 1719,

nabite, 1544, Don Gregorio Lopez, 1596, [1720,

V. Giacomo Antonio Morigia, F. Antonino Cloche, Dominican,
Barnabite, 1546, Brother Felix, Capuchin,

V. John Peter Besozzi, Barna- Bartolomea Capitanio di Lovere,
bite, 1584, Francesco Picenardi,

V. Augustin Tornielli, Barna- F. Lanuza,
bite, lﬁni Albina Ligi,

V. Charles be, Barnabite, F. Philip Strozzi,
1615, Paolo Piazzesi, | Roman Schol

V. Cosimo, Dossena, Barnabite, Luigi Corradini, 5
1620, 1651, Angela Pozzi, [of Charity,

V. Baptist Crivelli, Barnabite, Felice Moschini, of the Institute

V. Bartholomew ('Janale, Bar- Mechitar, Founder of the Arme-
nabite, 168], nian Benedictines, 1746,

V. Ignatius Delgado, Bishop of F. Surin, S. J., 1665,
Melipotamus, 1838, F. John Chrysostom, i

V. Maria Vittoria Angelini, Ser- Sister Maria Felice Spinelli,
vite, 1659, Capuchiness of Venice,

V. Francesca del Serrone, Fran- John Baptist Ms]inanti, of the
ciscaness, 1600, Oratog of Aqui in;

Vincent Maria Morelli, 1812, Charles Gianni, of Florence,

Cardinal Baronius, of the Ro- Sebastian Pisani Patrizio of
man Oratory, 1619, Alcssandra Savina,  [Venice,

Livia Vipereschi, Roman Lady, F. Santi della Ripa,

Giuseppe, Anchieta, 11675, F. Louis Gaetan Feneroli, of the

Count Louis of Sales, 1654, Oratory of Bologna,

F. Caravita, Caesar Louis Canali of Bologna,
Countess Torella, ¥. Francis 4’ Anns, of the Ora-
Canonico Rossi, tory of Naples

F. Zucchi, Sister Clare of the Angels,

F. Nobletz, 1652, Domenico Gambers,

F. Eud Buonsignore Cacciaguerra,
Duchess of Montmorency, 1666, Agatha BelfiorediS. Paterniano
F. Bourdoise, 1655, IRosa Maria Martini of Florence,
F. Brydayne, 1767, Countess Vittoria Valvasone
Cardinal Cheverus, Beltrame,

Girolamo Mazzola, S. J. Anna Maria Emanuela Buonsa-
M de Lantages, mici,

F. De Rance, 1700, F. Joseph Vaz, or the Portu-

De Renty. 1649, guese Oratory in Ceylon.
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This list is not put forward as by any means complets, or as
intending to exclude other Lives, especially those of the oldex
Saints, The Editor will be glad to hear from any who may wish
to satisfy their devotion, and employ their leisure to the greater
glory of God and eur dear Lady, by contributing translations of
the Lives either of older Saints or of those mentioned in this list, or
any others who have died in the odour of sanctity, and are not
named here. The arduousness of the undertaking makes it very
necessary for him earnestly to repeat his petition for coadjutors
in his labours; and perhaps he may at the present time urge it
more forcibly than before. Eight volumes of the Series are now
published; the work has obtained an extensive circulation both
in America and Eogland; besides the many testimonies to its
utility received from very various quarters among Catholics, not
a few who are still unhappily oat of the One Fold have borne
witness to its attracting influence upon them; the increasing de-
mand for books of devotion and ascetical divinity, while it proves
the growing thirst after Christian perfection amongst us, shows
how necessary as well as useful a Series of Lives of the Saints at
length and in detail must be:—these are all 50 many grounds on
which the Editor may rest his claim for co-operation. Although
many Lives are advertised as being in hand, yet the translators
have in most cases 80 many other important avocations that a
still larger number of labourers are required to feed tho press
steadily, and to enable the Editor to go on keeping his promise
to the public.

Clircumstances delayed the publication of Pope Benediot XIV.
on Heroic Virtue; but the first volume is mow published, the
second is ready for the press, and some progress has been
made in the translation of the third and concluding volume. It
is a portion of that pontiff’s great book on the Canonization of
the Saints, and contains a most interesting account of the tests
used by the Church in examining ecstasies, visions, raptures,
the higher degrees of mental prayer, and the practice of bodily
ansterities, and supernatural penances. It will be bound and
lettered uniformly with the Series of the Modern Saints, and
will be found replete with most interesting anecdotes, as well
as being of immense,use to spiritual directors, and to all stu-
dents of ascetical theology and Christian philosophy. An
original dissertation on Mystical Theology will be prefixed to
one of the future volumes of the Series, in which an attempt
will be made to distinguish between the heights of Catholic
contemplation and the vagaries of recent heretics, and the doc-
trine of the most judicious and discreet Mystics will be stated
and explained from the authors most approved among theolo-
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giatis, and such general information given on the subject as will
be interesting and edifying to ordinary readers.

A number of the portraits of the Saints prefixed to most of
the volumes are to be had separately , on sale at the Publishers,
for those who may wish to increase their collection of religious
engravings, or to distribute pictures of the Saints to whom they
may have a devotion; and the Essay on Canonization, published
with the first volume of St. Alphonso may now be purchased in
a separate form. The editor will be glad to receive any sugges-
tion which may assist him either in meeting the wishes of sab-
scribers, or in making the Series a more complete and perfect
Library of Catholic Biography.

F. W. FABER,

PRriest or TRE ORATORY,

London,
* Feast of St. Franois, 1850,

PAINTED 3T RICHAADSON AND SOX, DERST.
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THE LIVES

OF THE

BLESSED LEONARD,

or POB'l‘ HAUBICE.
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AND OF THE

BLESSED NICHOLAS FATTORE.
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“Gaude Maria Virgo, canctas hzreses sola interemisti in
universo mundo.”—Antiph. Ecclesics.
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We hereby approve and sanction the Series
of Lives of the Canonized and Beatified Saints,
the Servants of God declared Venerable, and
others commonly reputed to have died in the
odour of sanctity, now in course of publication
by the Congregation of the Oratory of St. Philip
Neri, and we cordially recommend it to the
Faithful, as calculated to promote the glory
of God and of His Saints, the increase of de-
votion, and the spread of our holy Religion.

Given at Westminster, the Feast of the
Nativity of our B. Lady, a.p. 1851,

Nt Wz,
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TO
THE REGULAR CLERGY

OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN ENGLAND,
THE CHILDREN
OF ST. BENEDICT AND ST. BERNARD,
ST. DOMINIOK AND S8T. FRANOCIS,
AND THE SONS .
OF THE HOLY IGNATIUS,

THE GREAT MASTER OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE,
AND THE NURSING-FATHER OF SAINTS AND MARTYRS,
WHO,

IN THE STRAITNESS AND NEGLECT
OF THEIR UNHONOURED OLOISTERS,

OR THE CHEERLESS SOLITUDE
OF THEIR HIRED LODGING,

HAVE JOYPULLY EMBRACED THE POVERTY OF JESUS,
AND EARNED BY LOVING ZEAL
THE CROWN OF MARTYRDOM,

AND WHO,
THROUGH SCENES OF AWFUL SACRILEGE,

ARD TIMES OF BITTER PERSECUTION,
THROUGH THE LONG AND WEARY VISITATION
OF ACTIVE MALICE OB OF COLD CONTEMPT,
HAVE PERPETUATED,
AMONGST THEIR UNWORTHY COUNTRYMEN,
THR BLESSED LINEAGE
OF THEIR HOLY FOUNDERS.

8T. WILPRID'S,
FEAST OP 8T. BERNARD,
M. DOCC. XLVII.






PREFACE.

Tae following Lives are translations
from the Italian. That of Blessed Leo-
nard was written by Father Giuseppe
Maria, of Masserano, Postulator of the
cause. The translation is free, and in
some parts slightly abridged ; nothing,
however, of importance has been omitted.
The Life of Blessed Nicholas Fattore
was composed by Father Giuseppe Ala-
pont, likewise Postulator of the cause.
Both were published at Rome in the
years 1796 and 1786.

Since the publication of the Lives of
the Ven. Peter Claver and the Ven. John
de Britto, their causes have been prose-
cuted in the Congregation of Rites, and
the following Briefs have been issued,
which it has been thought well to prefix
to the present volume. The account of
the Beatification of Blessed Claver, and
the translations of the Briefs, have been
copied from the Tablet newspaper..
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‘¢ BEATIFICATION OF FATHER PETER CLAVER.

“On the 21st of September the solemn
function of the Beatification of the ven-
erable servant of God, Peter Claver, was
celebrated in the Patriarchal Basilica of
the Vatican.

“At the exterior porch, where the
Pope gives the Solemn Benediction, was
displayed a standard, representing the
Blessed Claver recommending to God the
poor negroes whom he leaves upon earth
deprived of all human succour. This
tableau bore the following inscription :—

“ A DEO OPTIMO MAXIMO

Petrus in sterns lucis sinum accersitus,

Jesu Christo Servatori generis humani

Mauros, quos omni ope destitutos deserit,

enixa obsecratione eommendat.

“At the principal gate of the Basilica,
under the portico, was to be seen another
tableau, with this inscription :—

“ Mauri ad Neocarthagenas ex Africd appellentes’
Petrum, corpore quidem sgroto

at alacri eos animo ad littus praestolantem,

docilesque de navi ad ejus pedes corruunt.

“On the two lateral gates we read two
verses of the holy Scripture, one taken
from the book of Job, cap. 22:—‘Auris
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audiens beatificabit me * * * eo quod li-
berassem pauperem vociferantem et pu-
pillum cui non erat adjutor. Oculos fui
ceeco et pes claudo. Pater eram paupe-
rum.’ The other verse was borrowed
from Psalm lxxi.:—*Coram illo proci-
dent Athiopes * * * * et usuris et ini-
quitate redimet animas eorum et honora-
bile nomen eorum coram illo.’

“ The pilasters of the great nave were
covered with magnificent draperies in red
damask. The immense platform, which.
extended from the confessional of the
Holy Apostles to the altar of the Chair,
had assumed, under the intelligent direc-
tion of the Chevalier Sarti, a novel and
most graceful appearance. On either side
were placed two paintings representing
the principal miracles of the Beatified
Father. At the bottom of the apse,
above the chair of St. Peter, was the por-
trait of the Blessed Claver. The splen-
dour of this decoration was heightened
by the beauty of the illumination. The
finest effect was produced by two long
lines of lights, which were displayed around
the portrait of the Blessed Claver.
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“ At half-past ten their Eminences the
Cardinals, the Chapter of St. Peter’s, and
the Reverend Consultors of the Rites,
took their places. Then the Most Rev.
P. Roothaan, General of the Society of
Jesus, was presented to Cardinal Lam-
bruschini, as the Prefect of the Congrega-
tion; and in a discourse on the merits of
the venerable servant of God, he de-
manded that the Brief of Beatification
should be promulgated. After the read-
ing of the Brief, the “ Te Deum” was so-
lemnly chanted, during which the por-
trait of the Blessed Father was displayed,
- the bells sounding and the cannon firing
from the Castle of S. Angelo. The ver-
sicle and collect proper for the Beatified
were recited by Monsignor Cardelli, Arch-
bishop of Acrida, who celebrated a Pon-
tifical High Mass. Our Most Holy Fa-
ther the Pope came to venerate the image
of the Beatified in the evening. After
Vespers he received the usual oblations,
and stopped some time to admire the
beauty of the paintings and decorations.
In the evening the fagade of the house
and church of the Jesuits was illumi-
nated.
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% We remarked there a transparent por-
trait of the Blessed Claver, with this in-
scription :—

“Petro Claver
Carthagine in novo regno Granatensi
Per annos amplius XXXX.
Maurorum apostolo
Ex responso Pii IX. P. M.

Ceelitum beatorum honoribus
Hac die XI. kal Oct. attributis
Societas Jesu
Ornamento novo
Et presidio coelesti aucta.
“ Giornale di Roma.”

“ LETTERS-APOSTOLIC FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF
THE VEN. PETER .CLAVER, OF THE COMPANY OF
JEB‘.J& “ Prus 1X., PoPE.
“ For a Perpetual Remembrance of the Thing.

“ The essence of Christian charity—the
power which distinguishes it—is that of
urging the hearts which it inflames to
undertake the most arduous and most
difficult enterprises for the glory of God
and for the spiritual and corporeal good
of our neighbour, by communicating to
them an extraordinary energy, truly
superior to mortal nature. And this,
throughout all ages, since the days of the

first preachers of the Gospel, manifestly
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appears in all those men remarkable for
their holiness—those generous labourers
whom the Divine Father of the household
has never ceased to send into His harvest.
Inflamed with the fire of Christian cha-
rity, they have accomplished so many and
such great things—they have rendered
such splendid services in all the ranks of
the human family, that the deceptive and
vain philosophy of our time, that enemy
of the cross of Christ, cannot enter into a
parallel with those heroes, or, without
incurring certain confusion, venture to
boast of producing such works and such
benefits. Now, amongst those heroic
men, animated with the spirit of the
Apostles, who, since the discovery of the
West Indies, have been seen cultivating
without ceasing that new field opened to
their zeal, and civilising and winning to
Jesus Christ the savage people of these
countries, and leaving amongst them tes-
timonies of Christian charity so profound
and so glorious, the Venerable Servant of
God, Peter Claver, professed Priest of the
Society of Jesus, has justly rendered him-
self remarkable. Born at Verdu, a town
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in Catalonia, in the diocese of Salsona, in
the Spanish province of Tarragona, he
was scarcely seventeen years of age when,
in order to consecrate himself more closely
to God, he sought to enter into the So-
ciety of Jesus. He was admitted; and
after his noviciate he repaired to Ma-
jorca, there to study literature and philo-
sophy. There he met with the blessed
Alphonsus Rodriguez, brother coadjutor
of the society, in whose intimacy he
learned to what a serious ministry, and
to what labours he had been called by
the Divine will.: In fact, in the year
1610, by the will of God, and by the
orders of his superiors, he set out for the
kingdom of New Granada, in South Ame-
rica, where he was ordained Priest, and
where he concluded his theological stu-
dies. From this period he dwelt at Car-
thagena, on the sea of the Antilles, a
mart where merchants, openly devoted
to the infamous slave trade, conducted
every year, like wretched cattle, ten or
twelve thousand poor slaves, captured
chiefly on the African coasts, and sold
them to the highest bidder. Touched
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with compassion towards these unfortu-
nates, the venerable Peter, devoting to
them his existence, and consecrating him-
self to them by a vow, laboured con-
stantly, during more than forty years, in
instructing and baptising them, sustained
by an invincible courage in the midst of
difficulties and unheard-of privations.
Thus did he singly, by his charity alone,
gain over to Christ and to the Church a
multitude of negroes, so vast, that the
number of them is reckoned at several
hundreds of thousands. But he did not
confine himself to spreading true religion
in their souls. He occupied himself also
with their corporal wants. How could
his piety avoid embracing with his solici-
tude these unhappy creatures, emaciated
as they were by the most horrible misery?
At the news of each disembarkation of
slaves, he rushed to the spot; he clasped
in his arms these outcasts of freedom,
now reduced by violence to the most
cruel servitude. He eagerly exerted him-
gelf to obtain for them, as far as he could,
the help they so much needed. To the
naked he gave clothes—to the hungry he
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supplied food—to the sick remedies—and
even amongst the latter, if he found some
of them infected with the plague, it was
to them that he delighted to devote him-
gelf, without any care for his own safety.
The more repugnance and disgust he felt
in the midst of such horrible exhalations
and filth, the more did he redouble the
efforts of a charity ever victorious. And,
as if these prodigious exertions on behalf
of the suffering negroes had been but
trifling toils, he moreover came to the
aid of the inhabitants of Carthagena, and
of such strangers as occasionally sojourned
in that city. He won back to virtue and
temperance those who led a licentious life.
He applied himself to bring back heretics
to the true Faith—to make Mahometans
pass free from the slavery of their super-
stitions to the blessed liberty of Christ.
After so many labours, prolonged far into
the night, he devoted to rest only the
smallest portion of the night which still
remained, and consecrated the rest to the
honour of God, His Virgin Mother, the
Angels and Saints. The Divine charity
which consumed him was so intense, that
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in the midst of his occupations he always
appeared rapt in God. As he was sweet
and affable towards other men—especially
the simple—so was he hard and severe
towards himself, adding to so many la-
bours continued mortification, like one
accustomed from infancy to reduce his
body to subjection by the most austere
life. This venerable servant of God, full
of the merits of so many virtues, and es-
pecially of so many excellent works of
charity, at length met a death worthy of
so holy a life on the 4th day of the ides
of September, in the year 1654. The
fame of his sanctity having spread far
and wide, his cause was referred to our
venerable Brothers, Cardinals of the Holy
Roman Church of the Congregation of
Sacred Rites, and the process of his vir-
tues having been carefully drawn up, Be-
nedict XIV., our predecessor, of glorious
memory, after having addressed to God
fervent prayers, decreed the heroism of
those virtues by a public decree of the
8th of the kalends of October, in the year
1747. Then, when we had been called,
notwithstanding our unworthiness, to the
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government of the Church, two of the
miracles attributed to the prayers of the
Venerable Peter having been proved be-
fore us, with the advice of the consultors,
and the judgment of the Cardinals placed
over the Sacred Rites, we confirmed the
truth of the same by a decree, dated the
4th of the kalends of the month of Sep-
tember, in the year 1848. Finally, as-
sembled in our presence on the morrow
of the ides of May of the present year,
the Cardinals of the same Congregation
unanimously declared, after having col-
lected the suffrages of the consultors, that
we might, when it seemed good to us,
place the aforesaid servant of God in the
rank of the Blessed, pending the celebra-
tion of his solemn canonization. There-
fore, at the prayer of the whole Society
of Jesus, with the counsel and consent of
the same Congregation of Cardinals, by
our Apostolic authority, and by the tenor
of these presents, we permit that the same
servant of God, Peter Claver, professed
Priest of the Society of Jesus, be for the
fature called by the name of “Blessed” —
that his body and his relics be exposed
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publicly to the veneration of the Faithful ;
without, however, their being permitted
to introduce them into the public suppli-
cations. Moreover, we permit by our
same Apostolic authority, to be recited,
every year, the Office and Mass Commune
Confessoris non Pontificis, with the pro-
per prayers approved by us conformable
to the rubrics of the Missal and the Ro-
man Breviary. We only grant the re-
cital of this office to the city and the dio-
cese of Carthagena, to be performed in all
the churches where the Society of Jesus
is established, on the 9th of September,
by all the Faithful, as well Seculars as
Regulars, who are held to canonical hours
as to Masses. We allow all Priests to
recite them who shall officiate in churches
where the feast shall be kept. Lastly,
we concede that within a year from the
date of these presents the solemnity of
the Beatification of the servant of God,
Peter Claver, be celebrated for the first
time in the churches of the diocese, and
of the society mentioned above, with the
Office and the Masses, with the rite of a
greater double, which we ordain to be
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done on the day which the ordinary su-
periors shall prescribe after the same so-
lemnity shall have taken place in the ba-
silica of the Vatican—the constitutions
and Apostolic ordinations, decrees upon
non-worship, and all other things to the
contrary notwithstanding. And we di-
rect that copies of the present letters, even
printed—provided that they be subscribed
with the hand of the secretary of the
above-mentioned congregation, and guar-
anteed by the seal of his prefect—be re-
ceived with the same credit even in the
judiciary order that they would have
towards these present letters exhibited as
a testimony of our will.
“ Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, un-
der the Ring of the Fisherman, the
16th of the month of July, 1850,
the fifth year of our Pontificate.

“ A. Carp. LAMBRUCHINI.

“ Loco pJu Sigilli.”
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“DECREE

OF THE BEATIFICATION OR DECLARATION OF THE
MARTYRDOM OF THE VEN. SERVANT OF GOD JOBN
DE BRITTO, PRIEST PROFESSED OF THE SOCIETY OF
JESUS.

“ (Translation,)

“Ter Society of Jesus having been
particularly destined by its holy founder
to go through the entire world, and to
preach the Gospel to every creature, it is
to fulfil this mission that its children
straitly bind themselves by their fourth
vow, devoting themselves to confess the
Son of Man before men, and surrendering
even their life among the infidels, in order
to gain those wretched beings to JEsus
Curist, after having delivered them from
their blindness, and thus to beget new
sons unto His Church. Among these
heroes of the first-fruits of the martyrs
offered to God by the Society among the
Japanese nations, the Ven. John de Brit-
to made himself justly remarkable, who
was born at Lisbon of an illustrious race,
and was admitted in his early youth
among the pages of Pedro II., King of
Portugal.

“ But the pious education which he had
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received, and the integrity of his man-
ners, speedily induced him to retire from
the court; and, by way of prelude to the
science of the Saints, having scarcely

reached the age of fifteen years, he en-
tered into the Company of Jesus. He

bad not yet been promoted to the Priest-
hood, but he was already ripe for the sa-
cred Ministry, when, burning with a de-
sire of participating in the Mission of the
Indies, and happily fulfilling all the con-
ditions required for that work, he was
sent into the province of Malabar, to Ma-
dura, a holy expedition so fruitful in la-
bours and in sufferings of every kind.
There this evangelical labourer, after hav-
ing, during thirteen years, converted nu-
merous idolators, and baptised thousands
of persons, found, by the orders of the
Rajah of Madura, a hard captivity, which
he bore with an incredible constancy of
soul, thereafter to endure frightful tor-
ture and banishment. He then returned
into Europe by order of his superiors.
“He there accomplished with great
energy all with which he had been
charged for the needs of those missions,
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and hastened to return to Malabar, where
he resumed his Apostolical labours with
an increase of zeal. He obtained new
and numerous conversions, in consequence
of which, having been brought before the
tribunal of the same tyrant, he openly
confessed the Faith of Christ, and despis-
ing the magnificent offers which were
made to him to induce him for once to
invoke the name of the idol, without being
terrified at menaces, without yielding to
blows, he was condemned, out of hatred
to the Faith, to be beheaded, and conse-
quently endured martyrdom, on the day
before the nones of February, in the year
1693. The fame of the holiness of this
most illustrious martyr having been
spread abroad through the Indies, and
God confirming it by miracles, the Ordi-
nary of Madura in the first instance, and
‘on his example those of Cochin-China
and of Goa, prepared juridical informa-
tions, to which, having added all that is
customary, a preparatory meeting of the
Congregation of Sacred Rites was held
on the calends of July, in the year 1738,
in the palace of the Reporter, the Most
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Rev. Cardinal of San Clemente, to ex-
amine the dubium:—An constet de mar-
tyrio et causd martyris in casu et ad effec-
tum de quo agitur.

“ And as in this Congregation a doubt
was raised on the question of discovering
whether the Ven. John had not used dur-
ing his missions, contrary to the prescrip-
tions of the Church, certain pagan rites,
Pope .Clement XII., of holy memory,
judged it expedient to submit the exam-
ination of this article to the supreme tri-
bunal of the Holy Inquisition. The Pon-
tiff died before a sentence was given.
His successor, Pope Benedict XII., of
holy memory, who, before his elevation
to the Holy See, had discharged the func-
tions of Promoter of the Faith in the pre-
liminaries of this cause, and those of Con-
sultor Refendary to the Holy Inquisition
in this disputed point, having called up
the cause by a Moty Proprio, ordered
that the Congregation of Sacred Rites
should assemble before him on the tenth
day of the calends of May, in the year
1741, to examine the dubium: Au obstent
objecti ritus quominus procedi possit ad wl-
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tertora in casu, et ad effectum de quo agi-
. tur? He consequently heard the objec-
tions of the Promoter of the Faith, col-
lected the advice of each of the Cardinals,
and having read, examined, and very
attentively weighed both the one and
the other, as it was plain that this Saint
had not used the rites in question, in the
manner of the Gentiles, who attached to
them a superstitious value, but that he
had simply accommodated himself to
them, as to the common practices of civil
life, the Pontiff having furthermore
prayed much, and celebrated the holy
mysteries, delivered, on the sixth day of
the nones of July in the same year, the
following decree :—* The rites objected by
the Promoter of the Faith do not forbid,
in the present cause, our proceeding on-
wards—to wit, to the discussions touch-
ing the dubium of martyrdom, the cause
of the martyr, and the signs or miracles
obtained, according to public rumour, by
the prayers of the servant of God.’

“ These difficulties having been disposed
of, the discussion on the dubium itself
was about to be opened in a preparatory
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meeting, when all at once, in the king-
dom of Portugal, that storm broke out
by which the Company of Jesus were
there struck, and close upon which those
vicissitudes followed by which it was
everywhere overwhelmed. Every obsta-
cle having afterwards ceased, the meeting
was held in the Vatican, in the presence
of the Most Reverend Fathers set over
the Sacred Rites, on the sixth day of the
ides of April in the present year, and
lastly, in fine, on the 17th day of the ka-
lends of October, the question having been
resumed in a General Assembly, in the pre-
sence of our Most Holy Father Pope Pius
IX., where, in the absence of the Most
Reverend Cardinal Della Geuga-Sermat-
tei, Reporter, the Most Reverend Cardi-
nal Aloysius Lambruschini, having pro-
posed the cause, the Most Reverend Car-
dinals and the other Fathers each gave
their s

“ After having attentively heard them,
the Most Holy Father deferred pronounc-
ing his judgment, and dismissing the
assembly in terms full of goodness, he
exhorted every one to offer up unto God
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humble and fervent prayers, a duty of
which he acquitted himself the first.
Afterwards, on the day consecrated to
the Prince of the Celestial Host, whose
strength the Ven. John imitated in
labouring for so many years in propa- .
gating religion, and in confessing the
name of Jesus Christ, his Holiness offered
the victim of the new alliance, again im-
plored the aid of the Divine light, and
having betaken himself to the Apostolical
residence, situated on the banks of the
Tiber, after having there fulfilled, like a
vigilant Pastor, the secondary duties of
his office, he called before him the Most
Reverend Cardinal Aloysius Lambru-
schini, Bishop of Porto, Santa Ruffina,
and Civita Vecchia, Prefect of the Con-
gregation of Sacred Rites, as also the
Rev. Father Andrea-Maria Frattini, Pro-
moter of the Faith, with me, the under-
signed Secretary, and in their presence
he canonically pronounced:—* Certainty
has been attained of the martyrdom, and
of the cause of martyrdom, of the Venera-
ble servant of God, John de Britto, illus-
trated and confirmed by God by many
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prodigies; wherefore we have security
in proceeding in this cause to ulterior
measures, and to pass on to the discus-
sion of miracles other than the prodigies
already proposed and examined in the
congregations above indicated.’

“And his Holiness ordered that this
decree should be published and inserted
in the acts of the Congregation of Sacred
Rites, on the third of the calends of Octo-
ber, in the year MDCCCLIL.

“A. Carp. LAMBRUSCHINI.

“ Bishop of [Porto, Santa Ruffina,
and Civita Vecchia, Prefect of the
Sacred Congregation of Rites.

G. Farawi, Secretary of the S. R. C.

“ Loco pj Sigilli.”
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THE LIFE

OF

B. LEONARD OF PORT MAURICE.

CHAPTER 1.

THE BIRTH, COUNTRY, AND PARENTAGE OF BLESSED
LEONARD, WITH THE HISTORY OF HIS CHILDHOOD.

We are told by the Holy Spirit, in the Book of
Proverbs, that the “Path of the just is as a
shining light, which goeth forwards and increas-
eth even into perfect day.” Such was precisely
the career of the just man whom I am about to
describe, I mean the Life of Blessed Leonard,
who, as soon as he came into the world, and from
his earliest years, gave evident signs of that per-
fect holiness which he continually attained. At
a very early age he proved that he had the grace
and blessing of Almighty God, and was by Him
chosen to accomplish great things, and ever to
increase in virtne; during his childhood there
shone around him those bright rays of innocence
and virtue, which gave a sure hope that he would
attain in the end the highest degree of perfection.

In order to gain some useful lessons from this
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history, I shall divide it into two parts; the first
will contain the relation of his admirable works,
and also the history of his whole life. The second
part will treat of his virtues, which, as they dwelt
in his heart, frequently breathed through his lips ;
and also of those gifts with which the Almighty
had so richly endowed him.

Blessed Leonard was born on the 20th of De-
cember, 1676, in Port Maurice, at that time a
ducal city of the kingdom of Genoa, and in the
diocese of Albenga, and on the same day received
the sacrament of baptism, with names of Paul
Jerome, in the church of the famous college of
S. Maurizio. His parents were Dominic Casa-
nuovo, and Anna Maria Berga, honest people, pos-
sessing ample means of subsistence, and virtuous,
living in the fear and love of God, especially the
father, who, in order to preserve his chastity from
danger, made a vow when he first commanded a
vessel, never to admit a woman amongst his pas-
sengers. He kept this vow so strictly, that on
one occasion, being obliged for some reason to
take one on board at Genoa, he immediately left
the vessel to the care of the sailors, and returned
by land to his native place, eighty miles distant
from Genoa, in the depth of winter, over hills and
roads almost impassable. On the death of his
first wife, the mother of Blessed Leonard, which
occurred when the latter was only two years old,
he formed a second marriage with Maria Riolfi,
a native of Artallo, by whom he had four chil-
dren, three sons and a daughter; the eldest of
them, after having studied medicine for awhile,
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determined to follow the example of RBlessed
Leonard, at that time a monk in the retreat of
S. Buonaventura in Rome, and took the name of
Father Antonio in the same convent, where he
became a priest, and died at an advanced age,
having led a most exemplary life. The second
son remained in the world, and the youngest
assumed the habit of the Minori Riformati in
Florence, and afterwards that of San Francesco
del Palce, near Prato, of which his blessed brother
was afterwards superior. The daughter also re-
nounced the world, and became a nun of the
Dominican order, in the convent of S. Catherine
of Sienna in Taggia, where she took the name
of Sister Mary Magdalene. These were the five
blessed fruits which Almighty God vouchsafed to
grant to the two marriages of the good Dominic
Casanuovo. This worthy man, who, by his kind
and winning manner, made every onme in his
employ obedient to the will of God and lead
Christian lives, passed into a better world on the
18th of March, 1721, with the praise and blessing
of all good Christians, for his many works of
mercy, and the great care he had taken of his
children, especially Paul Jerome, in whom he
had discovered an early promise of holiness and
virtue, and pleased himself with the conviction
that the child so dear to him was created for
Paradise. Much delighted was Dominic in ob-
serving the dispositions of his beloved som, so
spiritual and full of devotion, and desired to edu-
cate him entirely without assistance ; but on con-

idering how frequently his profession obliged
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him to leave home, he thought it better to con-
sign him to the care of John Paul Casanuovo, his
father, and the grand-father of his children, a
man of perfect integrity, devout and well man-
nered, who instructed him in everything worth
acquiring, and led him on in the love and fear
of God. From his earliest years Blessed Leonard
showed no inclination for the amusements and
games of children; the only thing which gave him
delight was that of raising little altars, and form-
ing religious processions, to which he invited his
companions; then they said prayers, sang hymns,
and often preached short sermons, to the great
edification of all present. It was wonderful to
see a child of his tender years every morning and
evening saying the Rosary and other prayers with
the greatest devotion, so entirely giving himself
to God and his blessed Mother. The love and
respect he bore towards his step-mother was so
great, that he always spoke of her as his * Mam-
ma,” saying, that Almighty God having taken his
own mother had given him her instead. In speak-
ing of his father he used to say, that if he had not
given him a good education he should have been
worthless, and always thanked God for giving him
8o excellent and kind a parent. He was beloved
by all who knew him, especially his father and
step-mother, to whom he endeared himself by his
perfect obedience, piety, and devotion. From his
earliest years he manifested a most tender devo-
tion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, which increased
wonderfully as he grew in years. He raised a
little altar to her in his own room, and besides




BLESSED LEONARD, 5

his many prayers and devotions performed at
home, he would often walk barefoot to the church
of the Madonna dei Piani, two miles distant from
Port Maurice. Here he poured forth his pious
prayers ; and on one occasion in particular, when
Naples had suffered from an earthquake, he
prayed fervently to the Mother of God, that by
her intercessions the country might not be again
visited by so severe a calamity. In company of
his chosen companions he also visited other
churches, where, after having prayed with them,
he gave them instructions in his simple childish
way in all the Christian doctrines, and the means
of avaiding sin.

One day on returning from Oneglia by the sea
shore, they were met by a sailor, who stopped
blessed Leonard, who was then about ten years
old, and his companions, and beginning with ca-
ressing and giving them presents, he ended by en-
deavouring to lead them into sin. The innocent
children were astonished and frightened at this,
and finding themselves like young lambs in the
fangs of a wolf, in a solitary place, with no human
aid, they prayed to God for assistance, and took
to flight as fast as they could, the most certain
means of escaping similar dangers. The first to
run away was our Blessed Leonard, who was
quickly followed by the rest. The wicked man,
seeing himself thus foiled, was enraged, and pur-
sued them sword in hand, but he did not suc-
ceed in overtaking them, and they arrived safe
at Port Maurice, and visited the nearest church
to return thanks to God for having so merci-
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fully delivered them from the danger of tempta--
tion. He was, in short, from his very childhood
entirely given up to religious duties, and was
"always held up as a bright example to his com-
panions ; his only care was to keep from sin, and
preserve his innocence. The first years of his life
were occupied solely in religious exercises, but he
afterwards applied himself at the public school,
where he was placed to every branch of learning
suited to the age and his station in life, with so
much diligence and profit, as to gain the praises
and good opinion of all the masters. Thus his
early piety, together with his literary acquirements,
clearly proved to all interested in him, that he was
destined in after years for great things, and that
in time he would attain an eminent degree of
perfection. It became generally believed and
understood that Almighty God had filled the soul
of His servant with special Divine graces from his
birth; and the dutiful obedience and attention to
his studies gained him the esteem and love of
those who had the care of his education, and all
who knew him in Port Maurice.
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CHAPTER 1L

BLESSED LEONARD GOES TO ROME ; HIS LIFE A8 A
SECULAR IN THAT CITY.

Buessep Leonarp had reached the age of twelve
years, when the fame of his spotless purity, devo-
tion, and extraordinary talents became known to
Agostino Casanuovo, his paternal uncle, who was
living in Rome, in easy circumstances, who sent
for him, in order to have him instructed in Chris-
tian knowledge, and the general literature, whick
he did most conscientiously and thoroughly, giving
him a master well qualified for the task of
instructing youth, and a pious confessor, Father
Grifonelli, of the Chiesa-Nuova, and in a very short
time he increased so much in virtue and learning,
as to entirely gain the affections of his uncle. In
fact, he could not help observing how very superior
he was to his two sons, in good manners, love of
learning, seriousness, modesty, humility, and
devotion, and for this reason treated him with
greater affection. Blessed Leonard well repaid his
uncle’s love, and obeyed him in all things, for he
soon perceived how profitable to him were the
counsels of this good man.

After remaining three years at a private school,
Agostino Casanuovo thought proper to send him
to the Roman college, where he would have for a
master one famed for virtue and learning, Father
Tolommei, a Jesuit, who, for his great merits, after-
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wards became cardinal. He remained for some
time under the tuition of this gifted man, and
others of the same establishment, who reported so
favourably of him, that he was considered compe-
tent to teach in the Church. He was about the
age of sixteen when he was sent from the private
school of Don Francesco Santoleri, where he had
learnt grammar, to the Roman College, where,
for two years, he studied humanity and rhetoric.
From thence he was sent to the Minerva, to
learn elocution, and afterwards returned to the
Roman College, where he went through the whole
course of philosophy, under the direction of Fa-
ther Tolommei. During the time he was study-
ing logic, he began to attend the oratory of
Father Caravita, into which he was afterwards
admitted, and reckoned amongst the twelve mem-
bers of that community, who, for their devotion
and zeal in the salvation of souls, give instruc-
tions in the church, and lead those who on
feast days bad been in the habit of idling in the
streets, to the missions and sermons, and are
called the twelve Apostles. It was at this time
that he gave himself in an especial manner to a
devout and spiritual life, approaching the sacra-
ments on all feast days, and recommending his soul
to God every morning and evening, as if he were
about to die. He was very modest, humble, devout,
studious, and diligent, and was never heard to say
or to do anything that could give scandal ; on the
contrary, all his words and actions were admirable.
In conversing with his companions, it was always
on the subject of religion, or study, so that he

.
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became a model of perfection, and a bright exam-
ple to all in the college. From his love of solitude
and retirement, he had few companions, but these
were worthy of him; he carefully avoided those
who were leading sinful lives, and in this he suc-
ceeded so well, that in after life he used to say,
that through the grace of God, during the time he
passed at school and college, he always found his
masters and companions endowed with virtue and
holiness. One of his school companions was Luigi
Foggia, afterwards a gilder by profession, whom
he held in high esteem. He used to say, that he
possessed a friend from whose lips he had never
heard anything but heavenly doctrine, and from
whom he had learned that great maxim, that he
who would keep from falling into sin must always
remember that he is in the presence of God. He
related of this same friend, that he one day asked
him to go and hear a sermon, and conducted him
to the gallows, on which a criminal who had just
been executed was still banging. * Behold the
preacher,” said he, ¢‘the man who leads a sinful
life must sooner or later be brought before the
judgment seat of God, for he who does not fear
God is capable of committing any kind of iniquity ;
this fearful spectacle must excite compunction, and
give us a greater horror of sin.”

Pietro Miré, of the same college, who, for his
good qualities, became the friend of blessed Leo-
nard, relates of him amongst many written testi-
monials in his favour, that during one vacation,
when he accompanied him to his uncle’s country
bouse, he proposed that on the journey they should
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say the Rosary, and so commence their holiday
with devotion. During an uninterrupted friendly
intercourse of five years, from the time blessed
Leonard became a member of the oratory of Father
Caravita, he edified all his companions with his
perfect humility, going to them for instructions in
the observance of the rules of the congregation,
all of which he kept to the letter, at the time when
all looked on him as their example. In order to
exercise himself in all the offices of that congrega-
tion, he went out early on feast days into the
squares aud public places in Rome, to exhort the
people to attend the sermons, or retreats, which
at that time the Fathers of the Society of Jesus
were giving in certain churches. He was only
seventeen when he was received into this com-
munity, but he took upon himself the work of
an Apostle with so much humility and discretion,
as well as zeal, that he succeeded wonderfully,
leading many into the Church, and never ceasing
in his holy work, or seeming the least disturbed,
however he might be ill-treated by the idle and
vicious, and loaded with contempt and injuries.
He was not satisfied with the great devotion, and
the many religious exercises which were practised,
and by him in particular, in the oratory of Father
Caravita, but he joined that of S. Philip Neri,
where, as I have already mentioned, he had for his
confessor, Father Grifonelli. Besides this, intent
on practising every virtue, and the studies suitable
to his years, he read many spiritual books, parti-
cularly * the Devout Life,” by S. Francis of Sales,
which he always carried with him wherever he
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went, having a great devotion for that saint: he
constantly frequented the sacraments, and found
his greatest delight in visiting churches and hear-
ing sermons, a great portion of which he remem-
bered, and afterwards repeated to the servants, who
esteemed him as a youth of stedfast piety and
great virtue. Amongst the many mortifications
he practised, he related of himself, that when he
was a scholar, in making his general coufession to
Father Grifonelli in the private chapel which had
once belonged to S. Philip Neri, Almighty God
vouchsafed to give him much contrition, which
soon changed into another feeling, an increase of
the love of mortification and penance; he added
with perfect humility that the fervour of contrition
instautly left him. He preached in Rome in 1749,
and in exhorting the people to preserve the grace
of God, he advised them, besides other means, to
join some confraternity, assuring them that he
spoke from experience, and attributed the little
good he had in him, and the evil he had avoided,
to the society and prayers of the young men of the
oratory of Father Caravita, and that of S, Philip.

In this mode of life he became so inflamed
with divine love, and the desire of suffering, and
mortification of the flesh, that when he returned
to his uncle’s house, he could speak of nothing
but spiritual things, the Lives of the Saints, or
the lectures and sermons he had heard in the
oratory and churches.

At his meals even he could not refrain from
speaking of spiritual things ; sometimes he forgot
to eat, and his uncle, seeing supper over. before
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he had eaten a morsel, was obliged to cheek his
ardent spirit, by telling him to eat his supper,
that he had said enmough to induce all present
to imitate the saints of whom he had been
speaking. However, some amongst them said
within themselves, * That young man will one
day be a famous preacher;” others discovered
that it was for a mortification he passed supper-
time discoursing in this way, as in the mean
time everything on the table would become quite
cold, and not so pleasant to the taste. In the
same way he most studiously concealed other
penances which he imposed on himself to mortify
the flesh and subject it to the spirit, but, not-
withstanding his care, many in the house were
aware that in the night he left his bed, and
slept on the bare cold pavement of his room,
resting his head on a stone which he concealed
in his room, in which he kept also several in-
struments of penance, a discipline, hair shirts,
&c., of which it was evident he made use. Such,
in short, was his mode of life. His uncle, seeing
him given up to severe mortifications, so retired,
always shut up in his room, began to fear his
health would be injured, and wrote to his father
on the subject. So innocent, exemplary, and
mortified was his life, that he edified all in the
house. Most wonderful did they think his virtue
and the inclination he manifested for the apos-
tolic ministry, predicting future greatness, and
that he would be a saint.
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CHAPTER IIIL

BLESSED LEONARD MANIFESTS A VOCATION TO THE
RELIGIOUS LIFE. THE DIFFICULTIES HE HAD TO
BNCOUNTER IN CARRYVING IT INTO EFFECT.

He had for some time past, as I have already
said, felt almost certain of a vocation to the
religious life, without, however, baving deter-
mined what order he would join, but, with fer-
vent prayer, added to severe penances, in order
to discover the will of God, he experienced an
increasing desire in his heart, and in the nine-
teenth year of his age it was proved most deci-
dedly. He very soon communicated the fact to
his confessor, Father Grifonelli, who, knowing
so well the holiness and virtue of his penitent,
made up his mind that it was from God ; still,
however, he determined to prove it in various
ways, exercising him in every virtue, to which he
showed the most perfect obedience. On one occa-
sion he sent him to a library in Rome to buy a book
of engravings bound together with the fables of
Esop, Bertoldo, and Bertolini. Although Blessed
Leonard saw in an instant the impossibility of
finding such a book, and the contempt and
ridicule he should bring on himself by asking
for it, he went as he was desired, and returned
to Chiesa Nuova, quite joyful for having patiently
endured the scorn and derision, saying to Father
Grifonelli, that he had not succeeded in finding
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the book he wanted, but that he was willing to
return and make a more diligent search. The
only reply Father Grifonelli made, was to tell
him he must be very foolish indeed not to have
found a book so common and well known, to
which he said not a word in defence. Whilst
the wise and cautious director in this way made
sure of the vocation of blessed Leonard, he con-
tinued to exhort him to pray for a clearer mani-
festation of the Divine Will, which he did, and
redoubled his penances and mortifications. One
day, when he was passing by the Gesd, his
thoughts occupied with the order he was to
choose, he saw two monks poorly clad, and very
humble and recollected in appearance; he was
struck by their deportment, and as he himself
afterwards said, in speaking of his vocation, they
seemed to him like two angels from heaven, and
he was instantly seized with a desire to join
their order, but not knowing to which order they
belonged or what monastery they inhabited, he
followed them in order to discover, and saw them
enter the convent or retreat of S. Buonaventura,
then inhabited by the Minori Riformati of S.
Francis. He entered the church at the most
favourable time, just when they had begun Com-
pline, and these words were entoned, “ Converte
nos Deus salutaris noster,”” and he felt a deep
impression made in his heart ; enlightened by the
Holy Spirit, he determined at once to join this
order, saying within himself, ‘Hsac est requies
mea.”  He returned to Father Grifonelli, and
after having related what had occurred, he turned
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to him, expecting to be told plainly whether it was
the will of God he should take this step. The
prudent father, who had never given a decided
answer to the repeated questions regarding his
vocation, remained silent, reflecting on what he
had heard a little while, and then told him that
he had a true vocation, and also assured him
that he believed it to be the will of God he
should enter the convent of S. Buonaventura,
with which Father Grifonelli was well acquainted,
and of which he knew exactly the mode of life. All
these particulars have been mentioned by those
who gave their evidence in the process’of beatifica-
tion, and were made known by blessed Leonard,
who added, that Father Grifonelli, after having
assared him of his vocation, in order to give him
couragoe and time for preparation, often sent him
to the convent of S. Buonaventura, and ordered
him to lay open his conscience to certain learned
and pious persons, in order to avoid the possi-
bility of error.

He placed himself under the most entire obe-
dience to three religious, who at that time were
highly esteemed in Rome, Father Baldigiani, a
Jesuit, Father Pio di S. Columba, superior that
year of the retreat of S. Buonaventura, and a
Dominican father who lived in S. Sabina, but
whose name is not recorded. To them he made
known the desire of his heart, and having the
assurance of all three that his vocation came
from God, and that it was His blessed will that
he should become a Franciscan, he determined
to follow it in spite of all the opposition and
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obstacles he knew he would have to encounter.
He met with violent opposition from his uncle,
who, when he heard of it, was very indignant,
reproved him severely, and tried to prevent him
executing his design, telling him that his father
would be greatly displeased, for he had sent
him to Rome to study physic, and destined him
for that profession; he placed before him the
severity of the rule, and when he found he could
not succeed, he treated him with harshness, con-
tempt, and disdain; and at last, finding him firm
and resolute, he turned him out of his house,
and he was forced to seek a home with Leonardo
Ponzetti, another relative, whom he intreated to
intercede for him with his uncle to obtain that
which he so ardently desired, bat he refused
to see him or even give him the small sum of
money requaisite for his clothing ; he was obliged
to beg it of his other relations in Rome. Far
different, however, did his good father Dominic
Casanuovo act. On reading his son’s letter, in-
timating his intentions, he was struck to the
heart, and wept bitterly, and. thought only of
the separation from a child he so tenderly loved,
and in whom his highest hopes were centred.
Yet with the letter in his hand he went into the
church, and prostrating himself before the altar,
offered him as a sacrifice to God; and very soon
after sent his reply and consent, saying, that by
doing so he fulfilled the will of Him whose servant
he was. His father, acting in this heroic manner,
gave him great satisfaction, but the continued
opposition of his uncle was a severe trial to him ;
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he was at last obliged to leave his house and
take up his abode in that of Leonardo Ponsetti,
paternal grandfather of Don Giacinto Ponzetti,
the private chaplain of his holiness Pope Pius
VL, where he was kindly received. He intreated
his host to assist him in his resolution to embrace
the religious life, which he did so well, that when
at last he attained the end he so ardently desired,
he took the name of Leonardo, as a memento
of the services rendered him. Another obstacle
was raised at this time ; his companions, by whom
he was much beloved, represented to him his
delicate constitution, and reminded him how fre-
quently during his life as a secular, when well fed
and clothed, he was sick, and that his strength
would certainly give way in the religious life, when
he would be obliged to conform to a severe rale.
This reasoning caused him much grief, and he
began to fear that after having assumed the
habit, he would be forced to lay it aside and
be dismissed from the noviciate; however, he
said one day to his friend Pietro Mir¢, that if
it was decided that he had not strength for the
rule of the order, he would retire into the country.
to his native place,* to instruct in piety and
learning the children of the poor. They also
reminded him, that if he joined the retreat of
S. Buonaventura, he who was so zealous for the
salvation of souls could not be employed in s
meritorious a work, because there they attended
only to their own sanctification, for the first of
the order who ever applied himself to the apostolic
ministry was Blessed Leonard.
2
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In the midst of all these difficulties and objec-
tions, he turned to God alone in the firm belief
that it was His holy will that he should embrace
the religious life, and prayed without ceasing.
To inure himself to the rigorous rule, he began
to practise self-denial in everything, fervently
praying for strength to follow out his pious design.
Almighty God vouchsafed to hear him, and in-
spired him to leave off his penances for some time.
When in a fow days his health was quite estab-
lished, and he felt more than ever thankful and
grateful to the Giver of all good, Who never fails to
help those who trust in Him. Having at length
overcome every obstacle, he went to the retreat of
S. Buonaventura, and presented himself to the
superior, Father Pio di S. Columba, an excellent
man, who afterwards founded the retreat in Flor-
ence and died there ; he threw himself at his feet,
and humbly besought him to admit him into his
order. The father Guardian did not for a moment
hesitate to grant his request, for he perceived at
once his heavenly dispositions, from his humble and
sensible way of speaking, his sincerity and openness
of heait, and folt sure that he was fitted for that
sacred place, into which, in the next reception of
novices, he promised he should be admitted, pro-
vided he remained stedfast in his resolution, and
continued in prayer to God. As soon as he had
received this reply, so consoling to him, he went to
Chiesa-Nuovo, to inform his confessor of the gra-
cious manner in which his request had been re-
ceived, and the hope given him of being received
into the Franciscan order. Having with great fer-
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vour sought the Divine assistance for the favoura-
ble issue of this his most ardent desire, in Septem-
ber, 1649, the time fixed by the Fathers of the
Minori Riformati for the reception of novices, he
was admitted into the monastery of S. Francesco a
Ripa, as one of the elected for the retreat of S.
Buonaventura. He was then in the twentieth
year of his age, endowed with every virtue requi-
site for the religious life, calm and cheerful, and
entirely detached from the world, his friends, and
relatives. In leaving Rome for the convent of
Santa Maria di Ponticelli, the novitiate for the
retreat, the only thing about whioh he concerned
himself was to consign to the care of his best
friend, Pietro Miré¢, his youngest brother ; he gave
him at the same time his writings, desiring him
to give them to his brother when he was old
enough to appreciate them. This brother, after
having studied medicine in Rome for some time,
also became a monk in the retreat of S. Buona-
ventura, and took the name of Father Antonio.
Blessed Leonard arrived at the convent of
Santa Maria delle grasie, and was received by
the father guardian with affection and true charity.
When he had ended the spiritual exercises, he
was clothed on the 2nd of October, 1697, when
he changed his name of Paul Jerome fof that of
Leonard, for the reason mentioned above.
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CHAPTER 1V,

THE CONDUCT OF BLESSED LEONARD DURING HIS
NOVITIATE AND STUDIES, UNTIL HE BECAME A LEC-
TURER ON PHILOSOPHY.

Tae zealous and ardent youth being admitted
to the Franciscan order, in the convent of Santa
Maria delle grazie in Ponticelli, began the year
of his novitiate under the direction of Father
Bernard of Calenzana, a man famed for his zeal
and austerity for six months, and after that he
was subject to the changes which usually occur
in monasteries. Father Cristino of Oneglia sue-
ceeded Father Bernard as his director, and by
these two excellent men was Blessed Leonard
instructed in the observance of the rule, and all
which regarded the religious life and his spiritaal
well-being ; he was also tried in many of those
mortifications customary in the retreat, especially
with the novices, in order to discover if they have
a real vocation, However, in consequence of the
death of those who were his masters or com-
panions, little is known of him and the virtues
he practised, excepting that he began, and con-
tinued his novitiate with much fervour, and was
most zealous in the exact observance of the rule
and constitutions of the retreat, and by his mo-
desty, good behaviour, and the practice of every
virtue, he distinguished himself even amongst the
most fervent of his companions, and became the
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admiration and example of all the commmnity
many of whom predicted his future greatness and
sanctity. He himself, after he had been many
years in the order, in speaking of his noviciate,
used to call the day on which he was clothed in
the religious habit the day of his conversion, and
the year, the holy year, lamenting with great
humility that he had lost much of the fervour he
then possessed, and had gone back instead of
advancing in the way of virtue. He was admitted
into the order on the 2nd of Qotober, 1698, in
the convent of Santa Maria delle grazie, and con-
secrated for ever to God with the three vows.

He had at this time formed a rule for the em-
ployment of his time in the study of religious per-
fection, spiritual reading, prayer, and attention
to all which his state required, and also deter-
mined to keep the vows he had made to the very
letter, and was most particular in the exact ful-
filment of them, not only in things of importance,
but also in minor matters. When he had finished
his novitiate and went to Rome to go through the
ordinary courses of philosophy and theology, he
was most diligent and attentive in keeping the
promises he had made, and was most earnest in ex-
horting his friends and companions to be faithful
to God even in small things, and exact in every
ordinance of religion, telling them that they should
never consider anything unimportant which is
pleasing or displeasing to God ; he would say, “If
now, when we are young, we make light of small
things, when we shall be old and have more liberty,
we shall fail in greater and weightier matters of
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the law.” He often spoke in this way, and very
wonderful did it seem to the community, when
they beheld this youth so fervent in the practice
of every virtue, and leading others to the same
degree of perfection. At the time of recreation,
when they were walking in the garden, he en-
deavoured to animate every one present with the
same degree of fervour, and would often say to
his companions, “Let us hope in God, and with
His grace, which never fails to assist those who
ask for it in faith and humility, we may not only
become good men, but even may be saints.”

He persuaded his companions to choose every
week one virtue in particular to practise, and gave
them advice as to the manner of performing it.
In the conferences they held amongst themselves,
he induced those who had fallen into sin to kneel
before one of his companions, and beg him, in
charity, to warn him of his failing, and promise,
with the Divine aid, to amend. With this holy
zeal he gained much for himself as well as his
friends, and by degrees converted the recreation
into a school of perfection. Very often he spoke
with great delight of the desire he had of going
amongst the heathen to convert souls to Christ,
to shed his blood and sacrifice his life, if called
on to do so. So strong in him was this desire
that he was constantly fancying himself amongst
a barbarous people, what he would say, and what
means he would use to induce them to hear the
Gospel, how he would behave if he were taken
and imprisoned, what kind of martyrdom he
would suffer, and what prayers and acts he would
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make when he was about to die for the love of God.
It happened about this time that Monsignor di
Tournon, afterwards a cardinal of Holy Church,
was preparing to go on a mission to China, and
wished to take with him some zealous and fervent
labourers in the Lord’s vineyard, capable of suc-
ceeding in 80 arduous and difficult an undertaking.
Blessed Leonard, on hearing this, determined to
offer himself for the great work, and after some
deliberation with the superior and cardinal, it
was decided that he, with Father Pietro da Vico-
varo, should go to China. This determination,
however, was not carried into effect, in conse-
quence of some difficulties which arose, to the
great regret of the servant of God, who, in speak-
ing of it, used to say that he was not worthy to
give his life for the love of Jesus, and when he
heard that the Christians had suffered persecution
in China, he would raise his eyes to heaven, and
exclaim, “I ought to have been there, and should
have been there, but for my sins,” Thus did he
see extinguished the desire he had so long che-
rished, to promulgate and even die for the true
faith.

Having abandoned the hope of going to China,
he desired to go on the mission of the Vale of
Lucerne, but by the advice of Cardinal Colleredo
he gave it up, being assured that it was not the
will of God he should convert heretics, but that
he was destined for a missioner in Italy. We shall
presently see that the cardinal was inspired to
give this advice, and so it was felt by Blessed
Leonard, who never again desired to be sent to
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distant lands, but applied himself to the study
of theology in the retreat of S. Buonaventura,
and was afterwards sent to give missions in dif-
forent parts of Italy. The father superior of the
retreat sent a request to Father Pio di San
Columba, to appoint one of the monks preacher
during Lent in the Conservatorio of 8. John
Lateran, in which three hundred girls were then
assembled, and whose confession were heard by
the FF. of 8. Buonaventura. Blessed Leonard
was chosen for this office, although he was then
only a student and in deacon’s orders, for in
several discourses given by him in the refectory
he had displayed much talent and ability in
preaching.

He received the order, bowed his head in obe-
dience, disposed himself to set about it, and in
a fow days left the convent of S. Buonaventura
for the Conservatorio, undertook and finished the
Lenten duties with so much edification, that for
a long time after they never ceased speaking of
the fruits of his preaching. The spiritual director
of the girls was much edified and pleased in hear-
ing him, and seeing the compunction caused by
the efficacy of his words, and the truly apostolic
spirit by which he was moved, full of admiration
and wonder, exclaimed: * This young man will
be a sounding trumpet of the Gospel, and lead
many into the way of salvation.” Soon after
this he was ordained priest in Rome, and from
that time began a course of life even more perfect
than his former one ; he went to confession eyery
raorning before he said mass, and frequently con-
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fessed both morning and evening, in order to
render himself more pure and spotless before cele-
brating the holy sacrifice, which he always per-
formed in the most perfect manner with all the
ceremonies appointed by the Church. To the
disciplines, fasts, and other mortifications pre-
soribed by the severe rule of the retreat, he added
many more, and besides the exact falfilment of
his profession, he practised many virtuous and
meritorious works, which excited the wonder and
admiration of the whole community, who never,
on any occasion, discovered anything in his
actions or words which did not tend to edifica-
tion. Meanwhile the course of study required
was ended, but he still continued to apply him-
gelf in teaching others; and in the many dis-
courses he held on the subject he exhorted all to
the practice of virtue and spiritual perfection ;
and often advised them never to cease from ap,
plication to study, for without it the knowledge
of the glory of God and the salvation of souls
could not be acquired, and he would add, * that in
all his studies the glory of God was his sole aim
and end ;" during the whole course of his life he
had always united the study of holiness with
that of science.
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CHAPTER V.

BLESSED LEONARD 18 APPOINTED PROFESSOR OF PHI-
LOSOPHY. I8 TAKEN JLL AND BENT TO NAPLES, AND
PROM THENCE TO PORT MAURICE, FOR THE RESTO-
RATION OF HIS HEALTH.

Tre superiors felt so sure of the talent and
virtue of blessed Leonard, that they had no hesi-
tation in appointing him philosophical lecturer
in the retreat of S. Buonaventura. He accepted
the office, and every one hoped he would have
great success in teaching in the schools; how-
ever Almighty God, in His adorable providence,
disposed it otherwise ; he was destined to give
instructions from the pulpit instead of the chair
of the lecturer, and before the expiration of the
year he was obliged to resign the office. His
constitution was naturally weak, and in conse-
quence of his intense study and severe penances,
he had quite lost his strength, and was obliged
to go to the infirmary, where every means was
used to restore his health. The fathers discovered
to their great sorrow that his malady was rapidly
increasing, and that he was beginning to spit
blood; the physicians pronounced him to be
consumptive, and considered his case hopeless ;
he was ordered to Naples, where he remained
some months, but as he became worse there, the
father guardian wrote to desire him to return to
Rome which order he immediately obeyed. From
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thence he was sent to Vallecorsa, the climate
being considered most salubrious, and with the
permission of the superior he remained there
some months, without however deriving any
benefit. But for all this, weak and ill as he
was, not liking to be entirely unemployed, he
used to go on feast days to preach in the oratory
of S. Antonio; and as they were then employed
in building the church and the convent for the
Minori Riformati, he exhorted the people, after
the sermon was ended, to assist in good works
by carrying stones, and to encourage them, he
loaded himself with the first stones and led the
way, when all followed him in procession with
the utmost eagerness. Finding the air of Rome
did him no good, he was advised to return to
the Infirmary of the retreat, but here he became
worse, notwithstanding the care and remedies
used. The doctors, not knowing what further
meaus to use, suggested that he should try the
effect of his native air; consequently, the father
guardian obtained permission for him to go to
Port Maurice. He accordingly left Rome in the
year 1704, and on arriving at his native place
he was received into the monastery of the Annun-
xziata of the Minori Osservanti, where he was most
carefully attended to. Having availed himself of
every earthly assistance, he turned with trust
and confidence to the Blessed Virgin, beseech-
ing her to intercede with her Divine Son that
his health might be restored, and promised if
she obtained this blessing, that he would hence-
forth give himself up entirely, with the help of
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God, to the mission for the conversion of sinners.
His prayer was granted, and in a very short time
he recovered entirely from that disorder from
which he had suffered for five years, and was
quite able to undertake the laborious duties of
which we shall speak in the course of the present
history. As he had not received permission from
the superior to begin a regular course of sermons,
he preached in the meantime several discourses in
praise of some of the Saints, when he gave a
proof of his eloquence, although some time after,
in speaking of it, he said he had injured his
health and done no good. He gave at this time
some meditations on the Passion of our Lord, to
which he bad a great devotion; and in order
to excite it in the people, he introduced the
pious exercise of the “ Way of the Cross,” which
he practised as long as he lived, shewing great
devotion to it, and representing the infinite trea-
sure of indulgences which those who joined in
the devotion would gain. When he went to
live in the convent of the Minori Osservanti,
he placed the stations in fourteen chapels which
were built in the square by the benefactors of
the convent, and under the pictures painted by
himself, he wrote with his own hand verses
on the different stages of the Passion, and also
suitable meditations. When the chapels were
quite finished, he devoted himself to this holy
exercise, which he celebrated processionally with
a priest, in a cope, and ended with benediction
of the blessed Sacrament, and a most fervent
discourse ; he also placed the stations in the gar-
den of the convent.
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In the thirtieth year of his age blessed Leonard
was approved of by Monsignor Giorgio Spinola,
bishop of Albenga, to hear confessions, and as
he was 30 well aware of his zeal for the salvation
of souls, he gave him full faculties for this im-
portant duty throughout his diocese, consequently
he began to attend in the confessionals and preach
with so much fervour that the fruits were most
abundant. In 1708 he began his first mission
in Artallo, a town two miles distant from Port
Maurice ; he went there every morning and re-
turned in the evening when the mission was
ended ; the fatigue was very great, for as he had
no one to assist him in preaching, giving instruc.
tions, and hearing confession, he took upon him-
self alone the laborious office of missionary. Al-
though it was winter, he walked there and back
barefoot; but he was amply repaid for the fatigue,
for the mission for which he had prepared with so
many prayers ended so happily, that he gained
courage and strength to continme his apostolic
ministry to the greater glory of God, and he was
sent to give another in the church of the
« Madonna dei Piani,” which was also most suc-
cessful.

One evening when he was returning as usual
to the convent, he perceived a man following
him, who seemed in great distress; the servant
of God stopped and began to speak to him, and
inquired what had happened, for he was ready
to give him assistance. The poor man fell on
knees, and replied, weeping, * Father, you see at
your feet the greatest sinner on earth!” Blessed
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Leonard was touched by this reply, and said,
“ And you, my son, have found one who will be
to you a loving father.” ‘He then encouraged
him to be reconciled to God, conducting him
to the convent, and having heard his confession,
sent him home quite joyful, released of a heavy
load of sins, which for some time past had bur-
thened his conscience. He was invited to preach
at Caramagna, on the feast of 8. Bartholomew.
On his way there, being informed of the manner
in which that day was spent, in dancing and
other amusements, he strongly deprecated and
preached against such abuses and disorder, telling
them that it was at balls the devil always gained
£0 many souls ; notwithstanding this, a great many
who had heard. him, the moment they came out
of the church went as usual to the dance. Seeing
this, he took a corucifix in his hand, and accom-
panied by two men with lighted torches, repaired
to the place of meeting. At his appearance
the musicians and all assembled were beginning
to take flight, but he exhorted them to stay, when
he preached with so much fervour and zeal that
they burst into tears, and the scene of festivity
and amusement was very soon converted into one
of lamentations and penance. It happened that
whilst he was preaching an arm of the orucifix
detached itself from the cross. As soon as the
people perceived it, they uttered a loud cry, call-
ing on God for mercy; he availed himself of
this circumstance to inveigh more strongly against
the sin of abusing and profaning the feasts of
the saints, and added, that perhaps it was the
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will of God to give them this sign, and that He
would visit them in His anger if they did not
promise never more to desecrate the holy days.
The people were struck with terror, and promised
to keep the feasts of the church with due rev-
erence for the fauture. The good missionary, see-
ing the Lord so blessed his labours, took courage
in fulfilling the promise made to Him, to promote,
by his preaching and instructions, the spiritual
good of his fellow men.

Not content with this but bearing in mind
the strictness of the life in the Retreat, he deter-
mined ever to correspond fully to his vocation,
considering the circumstance of Father Tommaso
being elected minister of the Minori Osservanti,
of the province of Genoa, a man well known for
his talent and virtues, then professor of the-
ology there, and who had also been so in the
convent of S. Buonaventura when the Blessed
Leonard was there, he, after much deliberation,
decided that Almighty God had in His just
designs opened a way for him to institute in
this province a retreat for those who desired to
lead a more retired and devout life, He men-
tioned this to the new provincial, who willingly
gave it his approval, and offered him any convent
he thought suitable for the purpose. Blessed
Leonard was rejoiced at having succeeded in his
project, and having found some zealous religious
to join him, he chose the convent of S. Bernadino,
which being & mile distant from the town of
Albenga, seemed most suitable for the solitary
life they were to lead.
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He retired to his convent in the year 1708,
in company with several others animated with the
same spirit, and led so exemplary a life, that
the people in the neighbourhood were greatly
edified by their holy life, and the great benefit
gained by the preaching of the divine law, and
the assistance given in the confessionals. The
bishop was much consoled, and rejoiced to see
the happy change in his flook, in consequence
of the unceasing labours of these good men, and
looked upon the convent of Albenga as the sanc-
tury and jewel of his diocese, and called our
Blessed Leonard to preach on every occasion, and
give spiritual exercises, and assist him in every
work of mercy.

During the summer of this year the weather
became very hot, and in conmsequence of the .
low unhealthy situation of the convent, and the
mortified life they led, they all fell siok, with
the exception of blessed Leonard and two clerics,
who were obliged to over-exert themselves in
reciting the divine office, in the choir, hear-
ing confessions, and visiting the sick night and
day. The heat having abated, health was re-
stored amongst them, and they resumed their
former rigorous way of living during Advent,
their only food being herbs and chesnuts. But
this restoration to health was only of short
duration, they were all taken ill again, and as
they could have no doubt that it was owing to
the malaria, they requested the father provincial

" to give them a monastery in a more healthy
situation. The change was willingly agreed to,
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and the convent of Port Maurice was fixed on,
where Blessed Leonard had lived for four or five
years, and had laboured so much for the good
of souls, However, this projeot was not carried
into effect, for the devil having begun to experi-
ence the loss which the earnest labours of Blessed
Leonard had caused him; and foreseeing still
greater losses if they were firmly established,
instigated the people, and even some of the higher
class, to rise up and prevent the foundation of
the retreat. The revolt of these disobedient peo-
ple got to such a height, that on the first of
January, 1709, two of the religious sent by Blessed
Leonard from Albenga to Port Maurice to take
possession of the convent, were driven away with
violence, and even he himself met with the same
treatment some days after, when he went there.
He, however, adoring the inscrutable designs of
Providence, without being disheartened, or losing
courage, went on with his ministrations in the
diocese of Albenga until the following May, giv-
ing, by order of the bishop, missions in Ortovero,
Rezzo, and other places, where the memory of
Blessed Leonard is still held in reverence and
affection. It was he who induced the people
to walk barefoot to the church of the Madonna,
a mile distant from the town ; which devotion was
kept up for many years. The bishop was most
unwilling that he should leave his diocese, and
appointed him to preach in three different places
during the autumn, but his superior obliged him
to go elsewhere, as we shall see.

3
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CHAPTER VI

BLESSED LEONARD GOES8 FROM PORT MAURICE TO
FLORENCE, WHERE, AFTER HAVING EMPLOYED HIM-
SELF IN MANY GOOD WORKS, HE I8 APPOINTED TO
GIVE RETREATS IN DIFFERENT PLACES IN TUSCANY,

Tue Grand Duke, Cosmo IIL, having heard of
the holy lives led by the monks of S. Buona.
ventura, and the great good they did amongst
the people, obtained permission from his holiness,
Clement XI., that & retreat should be instituted
in Florence on the same plan, and offered for that
purpose the convent of S, Francesco al Monte,
of the Minori Osservanti. Accordingly, the su-
perior of that in Rome sent four of the priests
whom he considered most capable of undertaking
the office, and one of these was Blessed Leonard,
whose fame for wisdom and zeal was known
overywhere. They received faculties from the
minister-general on the 8th of September, 1709,
and departed for Tuscany, where Almighty God,
in establishing that retreat, had prepared a vast
harvest for them to gather, and where abundant
fruits of penance would be brought forth by
the multitude. But as every good work gene-
rally meets with opposition and obstacles,. so it
happened in founding the new retreat; notwith-
standing the monks who were sent to establish it
were most affectionately received by the prince
who had invited them, they were, for various
earthly reasons, regarded with suspicion by the -
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nobility, and even some of those about the court.
Besides the jesting and ridicule to which they
were constantly exposed, when they went to col-
lect alms, the door was shut in their faces, and
they were 8o grossly insulted, that it required all
their patience and meekness to bear with it. Their
enemies were so much displeased to find that the
grand duke continued to love and protect the
new religious, that, in order to lessen his love for
them, and to make him cease to afford them pro-
tection, they spread a report through the town
that they intended to destroy the stations of
the “ Way of the Cross,” which for a long time
had hung in the way which leads from Florence
to the convent of San Francesco, and which were
much visited by the Florentines, especially during
Lent. The report having reached the ears of
the Grand Duke, he went in person to the con-
vent, and related what he had heard, when he
not only satisfied himself it was false, but, on
the contrary, found that the good monks had
established the pious exercise of the Via Crucis
with even greater solemnity, in procession, con-
cluding the devotion with a sermon, the preach-
ing of which Blessed Leonard had undertaken.
The Grand Duke was quite satisfied, and desired
they would endeavour to excite the people to still
greater fervour in this devotion, which they
readily promised; however, they told him that
it was necessary he should co-operate with them
in making this devotion more profitable, by
abolishing many abuses and disorders which had
been permitted for some time, particularly on
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the Fridays in March, when the people were
assembled in greater numbers. The good prince
promised to do all in his power to assist them,
and having heard that on those days booths were
opened, where eating and drinking was carried
on to excess, breaking the Lenten feast, and
sinning against temperance, he issued an edict, in
which wero prohibited all assemblies, and selling
wine or food, under a heavy penalty, on the days
appointed for the devotion of the Via Crucis.
The same edict prohibited women of ill fame
to show themselves in that part of the town
leading to the convent of S. Francesco, for they
were as snares of the devil, and caused great
scandal to those who came to assist at the
devotion. Blessed Leonard continued to preach
in several of the churches in Florence, and in
the diocese of Fiesole, in so perfectly apostolic a
manoer, that the Grand Duke had reason to
rejoice in the reformation of his people, and
often came to visit him, and consulted him about
his private affairs, and also those of the state.

Monsignor Panciatici, bishop of Fiesole, held
Blessed Leonard in such high esteem, that on
the days set apart for the devotion of the “ Way
of the Cross,” he went attended by many others
to the convent of S. Francesco al Monte bare-
foot, carrying a cross on his shoulders, to the
great edification of all present, and on the Fridays
in March he remained to converse with the ser-
vant of God, aud partook of their simple fare,
bread and water in the refectory.

One day when Father Segneri, the younger,
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was giving the retreat in the piazza of Santa
Croce, in Florence, he beheld Blessed Leonard
amongst the crowd, when he said that he need
not come to hear others, for he was capable to
teach any person how to give missions.

The bishop employed him in preaching and
giving spiritual exercises in the monasteries ;
many of which he reformed, and also in giving
instructions to the converts in the Conservatorio
di Porta a Pinti, and in other places and churches
in the town and neighbourhood. The Grand
Duke rejoiced in having introduced into his state
labourers so zealous and useful. Besides the
convent of S. Francesco al Monto, he gave them
in 1712 that of S. Francesco del Palco, which
belonged to the Minori Osservanti, about a mile
distant from Prato. The monks went in August
to take possession of it, and soon converted it
into a retreat; but they met with so much op-
position from the inhabitants of Prato, that the
Grand Duke thought it might have a good effect,
and remove their prejudices, if Blessed Leonard
gave a mission there, which he did the following
year.

In the year 1710, Blessed Leonard preached’
his first sermon in Tuscany, in the convent of
S. Francesco al Monte, with so much fervour that
his fame was spread through Florence, so that
in & very short time the multitude who flocked
to hear him so increased, that the church, which
was very spacious, could not countain half of
them. The Grand Duke seeing this, and the
wonderful fruits of his labours, ordered him to
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give two retreats of eight days, one in the
church of S. Lorenzo, and the other in that of
8. Felicita, at which he, with his family and
court, assisted.

The good prince, seeing the great advantage
and eternal welfare of souls gained by the zeal
of Blessed Leonard, entreated him to give mis-
sions throughout the grand duchy, and offered
every assistance, even to support the whole con-
gregation. He thanked him for his liberal offer,
but added, that although he willingly undertook
the mission, he could not accept the assistance
offered for his maintenance, for he had a Patron
richer and higher than his highness, who had
provided for him during his life, and upon whom
alone he depended for the future. The Grand
Duke inquired who this Patron was; he replied,
it was God, on whose Providence he relied, and
that he wished to live by asking alms, feeling
sure that the same merciful power would provide
for him as long as he was labouring for His
greater glory. The good prince was silent, and
greatly edified when he found that this resolution
of living by alms was made after many fervent
prayers, established as a rule, and strictly ob-
served during the wmissions by Blessed Leonard
and his fellow-labourers as long as they lived.

From this time he began an open war against
the powers of hell, and gave his first mission in
Tuscany, at Pitigliano, in the diocese of Sorano,
the native place of the holy pontiff Gregory VII.,
with 6o much benefit to souls, that the person
whom the Grand Duke sent to supply what was
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necessary for the mission, wrote thus to his
brother in Florence: *“I cannot do less than
inform you how much we have benefitted in Pitig-
liano by the teaching of a most holy servant ot
God, who having ended the mission, has now
gone to Sorano, to reform that place. I speak of
Father Leonard, who, with his sweet persuasive
manner wins even the most hardened and stub-
born. I was commissioned by the Grand Duke
to supply him with all things necessary, but it
is little they require ; we had prepared for them
a room containing five dormitories, with beds
and mattresses, and everything to make them
comfortable ; but as soon as they arrived, all
were removed, and bare boards were placed for
them to sleep on. I really believe they are kept
alive miraculously, for it is not possible for them
to exist, undergoing so many penances and such
fatigues, without the especial assistance of God.”

In 1713 the murrain caused a great mortality
amongst the cattle in the neighbouring provinces
of the grand duchy, and it was feared the con-
tinued drought would cause a famine; in con-
sequence of this, the Grand Duke requested
Blessed Leonard to give a triduo in the me-
tropolitan church of Florence, which was very
well attended by the people, and during the three
days the confessionals were crowded.

The plague was stayed, and the Grand Duke,
grateful for the intercessions of Holy Mary, to
whom many prayers had been offered, entreated
Blessed Leonard, by way of a thank-offering, to
give another solemn triduo in the parish chureh
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of Impruneta, five miles distant from Florence,
where there was a very ancient miraculous pic-
-ture of the Blessed Virgin, which was always
exposed on the feast of the Nativity, and on
the Octave day carried in procession to the
neighbouring mount of Santa Maria. The Grand
Duke exhorted all his people to attend the sacred
function, and the church was crowded to excess.
The procession having reached the mount Blessed
Leonard gave a most fervent discourse, which
was heard distinctly even by those who, owing
to the greatness of the crowd, were a mile
distant. After the sermon, benediction was
given, and the guns which were placed on every
eminence were fired, so that every ome through-
out Tuscany should know the time, and prostrate
themselves on the ground to receive it, wherever
they might be. Many were the tears shed, and
great the compunction of the people. The cere-
monies ended by carrying the holy picture back
to the church of Impruneta.

CHAPTER VIIL

BLESSED LEONARD GIVES MISSIONS IN DIFFERENT
PLACES IN TUSCANY, AND 18 CHOSEN GUARDIAN OF
THE MONASTERY OF 8. FRANCIS,

Tre Grand Duke, in order to soften the citizens
of Prato, who were so irritated against the monks
of S. Francis, requested Blessed Leonard to give
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them a retreat, feeling sure that his eloquent
preaching and example would gain their hearts,
and, in May 1713, he began his labours in the
town of Prato, after Vespers on Sunday the 21st ;
he was received by all the clergy, and by Mon-
signor Cortigiani, the vicar-general, of the bishop
of Pistoja and Prato. The vicar presented the
crucifix to Blessed Leonard, and gave a short
discourse from the Epistle appointed for the
day, on the words, Dearly beloved, be ye doers
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your
own selves.” The zealous missionary replied, de-
claring that he only intended to preach Jesus
Christ and Him orucified, and they went in proces-
sion to the church, The first sermon caused so
great a commotion amongst the people, who ut-
tered loud cries, calling on God for mercy, that
the holy man counld scarcely finish the service,
it was so often interrupted by the groans and
tears of the congregation. Almighty God blessed
abundantly these holy exercises; they produced
much fruit, and the town was soon converted
into a garden of virtue, and those who were at
first opposed to the retreat, became most zealous
supporters of it, regarding the new monks as men
sent from God to lead them into the way of sal-
vation. The fame of the good missionary was
spread throughout Tuscany, and many bishops
desired his valuable services in their dioceses ;
he accepted all their invitations, having nothing
at heart but the greater glory of God and the
spiritual good of his fellow men. He went through
the dioceses of Massa, Arezzo, and Volterra,
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converting many souls to God; and all beheld
with wonder, not only the zeal and energy with
which he spoke, but his austere and exemplary
way of living. The most hardened were moved
by his preaching, and, animated by the example
of his holy life, received grace to repent and be
converted. It was not only the learned mission-
ary they admired, but the holy and perfect monk,
who observed during the time of the retreat so
rigorous a mode of life, joined to the practice
of every virtue. In 1714 he went to preach
in the dioceses of Pescja, of Chiusi, Colle, S.
Miniato, and Pistoia, the result of which is re-
lated in a letter from the bishop of S. Miniato
to the father guardian of S. Francesco al Monte,
dated September, 1714, and also in one from the
parish priest of S. Rocco, about a mile distant
from Pistoja, addressed to the same father in
June, 1715, The bishop in thanking the superior,
for baving sent, for the good of his flock, so
zealous and vigilant a shepherd, expresses himself
thus: ¢Father Leonard will return to his holy
retreat with every blessing and reward, for he
has laboured indefatigably fifteen days, and I
may even say fifteen nights, for the salvation of
my beloved people, aud, I am willing to hope,
with the greatest benefit ; he is surely filled with
Divine grace, for without the especial aid of the
Almighty he never could have accomplished so
much.”
The priest of 8. Rocco, in Pistoja, writes in the

following terms : * Blessed be the day on which
it occurred to you to send Blessed Leonard here. -
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What great things has Almighty God done for
us by means of His servant! All venerate him
as a most holy man, learned preacher, and most
fervent missionary ; every soul is enchained and
captivated by his discourses, even the most fas-
tidious; all who came to hear him have been
converted. The number of attendants was
very great; in the second procession of peni-
tents we had about fifteen thousand, and at the
papal benediction twenty thousand. The con-
fessors throughout the city have had much to do,
and have found in all great anxiety for the salva-
tion of their souls. The good father went away
regretted by every onme, as might be seen by
the tears and lamentations of the people, who
all expressed desire to see him again. The no-
bility, and ladies and gentlemen, came at an
early hour most inconvenient to them, braving the
cold, which was extreme, to make their confes.
sions to him. Blessed be God for visiting His
Church, and sending such a teacher. The fruits
of the mission were seen in the manner in which
the devotions of the Via Crucis were attended ;
the nobles of Pistoja, who previously had seemed
ashamed of any external demonstration of reli-
gion, came to it with great fervour and recol-
lection, even kissing the ground, and they con-
tinued to do this after the mission was ended.”

In 1715 he was chosen superior and director
of the convent of S. Francis in Florence ; the
electors felt sure that his zeal, worth, and
exemplary life would be most advantageous to
that sanctuary. He, however, was most unwilling
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to accept the appointment, for he well knew the
dangers and difficulties he would have to en-
counter, and also, because it would prevent him
giving missions, which he had hoped would be
his employment till the end of his life; he only
consented to the honour conferred on him, be-
cause he believed it to be the will of God. Hav-
ing accepted it, be was most earnest in endea-
vouring to fulfil the trust to the utmost of his
powers, to induce those under his care to strive
for religious perfection; he had the rule and
constitutions printed exactly like those in Rome,
and added some points for the better regulation
of time, so that each one should know what he
had to do during the day. These rules were so
excellent, that not only did the superior-general
approve of them, and authorize the printing, but
also the holy pontiff Clement XI., who desired
Cardinal Paolucci to write a letter expressive
of his pleasure, and how greatly he was edified.
The progress in perfection by the whole com-
munity was quite wonderful, with so excellent a
guide to the practice of every virtue, and follow-
ing exactly the rules prescribed by him. Every
Sunday evening be gave a lecture in the refectory
on the observance of the rules, and the obligation
of every one to seek after perfection; he spoke
with so much energy and fervour, that every
one who heard him felt themselves incited to
lead better and more holy lives. Religious even
from other convents used to come to hear him,
standing behind the door of the refectory, that
they might not be seen; they were astonished
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at his wonderful powers of mind, and still more
by the impression left on their own minds, and
went away much edified and full of reverence
for the man of God. Blessed Leonard not only
observed the rules he had drawn up with the
greatest exactuess, but also added other penances
and austerities; he took his brief repose on a
bare board, with a log of wood for his pillow,
and only one meal during the day, consisting of
herbs; he always walked barefoot, even in the
coldest weather, dressed in a ragged and patched
habit.

During this year it was reported in Florence
that God had revealed to a pious soul that He
would visit the city with a dreadful scourge ; in
consequence of which the Grand Duke, Cosmo
IIL., ordered that seven missious should be given
in seven different places, leaving it to Bleased
Leonard to choose any church in the city he
pleased. He accordingly chose that of S. Niccolo,
situated in a remote corner of Florence, and
frequented by the poorest people, and gave the
first mission in January, after having preached
during the novena, before Christmas, to the
confraternity of Ricoboli.
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CHAPTER VIIL

BLESSED LEONARD FOUNDS THE HERMITAGE OF SANTA
MARIA DELL’ INCONTRO.

Tris holy man of God was not satisfied with
the rigorous observances which he practised in
common and privately in his retreat, but desired
to follow the example of his seraphic father S.
Francis, who frequently retired to some solitary
place where he could give himself entirely to
God and his salvation, and gain strength and
courage to attend to the affairs of his soul and
the attainment of perfection. For this he prayed
earnestly, and his prayer was soon granted, for
in the year 1715, a most suitable place for the
purpose was offered to him. The hermitage of
Santa Maria dell’ Incontro, which was situated
on a mountain seven miles distant from Florence,
already sanctified as the dwelling-place of the
Blessed Gerard, one of the first of the third order
of Franciscans. Blessed Leonard went to see it,
and being perfectly satisfied with the situation,
conferred with the superior of the order, to found
there a place of retirement for those of his re-
treat who wished to be at times quite alone.

About this time-. he finished the drawing up
of the constitutions, which in 1716 were printed
in Florence, after having been inspected by both
monasteries, and unanimously accepted on the
28th of November, and in the following year
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on the 29th of June, were approved of by Father
Giacomo de Verruchio, at that time commissioner-
general of the order of Minori Riformati. The
bishop of Fiesole, having received the requisite
sanction and power, gave possession of the her-
mitage to the monastery of S. Francesco al
Monte, on the feast of the Annunciation. The
superior and all the community had made a vow,
whenever they retired there, to walk barefoot,
even if the ground were covered with snow, singing
psalms and praises to the Lord. The holy sacri-
fice was celebrated, and then, with the charitable
offering of a pious Florentine, the building of that
hermitage was begun, and it was occupied for the
first time on the 23rd of May, 1717. Blessed
Leonard superintended the building, and was
most desirous that all about it should be accord-
ing to the strict rules of poverty; that the eight
cells for the solitaries, and four for the superior
and occasional guests, should be only eight spans
long, five wide, and nine high, so that standing
in the middle one might easily touch the wall
on either side, and in the same manner the roof,
which was thatched with rushes; the walls were
not plastered, in fact, all was done to inspire
poverty and a mortified lifs, The doors were
only two spans wide, and six spans high, the
windows one span wide, and one span and a half
high; the offices were all equally narrow and
poor. As for their meals, they never ate meat,
or any food made with milk, or fish, and those
who wished to keep the nine Lents in imitation
of their holy father S. Francis, observed a most
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rigid fast, eating in the morning only herbs and
vegetables, and in the evening the collation al-
lowed by the church on fasting days. It was
also an established rule that they should sleep
on the floor, and inflict upon themselves many
other mortifications, which was done with much joy
and gladness, with holy emulation, exciting each
other to still greater devotion. As Blessed Leo-
nard established the hermitage, he was the first
to retire there, and followed to the letter all the
prescribed rules, and even exceeded them, as the
desire of mortification and the fervency of his
spirit suggested. He afterwards went there fre-
quently, not merely twice in the year, but when-
ever any great solemnity was approaching, to
prepare for it, and when he returned from the
missions which he was ordered by the pope
Clement XI. to give during the time he was
superior of the monastery. The rest and repose
he took after his apostolical labours, was retiring
to this secluded place, to lead the most penitent,
austere, and mortified life.

He observed also the - silence ordered, and
assisted night and day at the vocal and mental
prayers of the community, practising that re-
tirement prescribed by the rule, which was so
stringent that none but the Guardian could
administer the holy sacraments, write, or receive
a letter except from his superior. He used
the discipline every night after matins, and every
day after vespers he went with the others to
manual labour, and always looked happy and
cheerful ; he used to call this solitude the place
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of delight, the novitiate of paradise, his conso-
lation, and said that he wished never to leave it,
but to die there. Nothing but obedience could in-
duce him to leave it. It was here that in 1717 he
wrote those sixty-five resolutions, which he often
read over to see if he followed them punctu-
ally. They serve as a mirror to reflect his
mode of life, his great sanctity, and the high
degree of perfection he had attained. The fame
of this sanctuary was very soon spread abroad,
many regulars. of different monastic establish-
ments requested to be admitted for the spiritnal
exercises, and after staying some days, left it
much edified. Many in the world even, desirous
of amending their lives, made the same petition,
esteeming it a great favour to be allowed to pass
some weeks among these solitaries, and not only
did they join in all the devotions night and day,
but also put on the rough coarse habit of the
order, and always left it with tears of regret,
declaring it to be a terrestrial paradise. Many
people of distinction, both ecclesiastics and secu-
lars, visited the holy place, and praised God,
Who never fails to send faithful servants into
His Church. The Grand Duke Cosmo IIL, hav-
ing heard the hermitage much spoken of, went
with his whole court to see it, minutely examined
everything, and afterwards brought his daughter,
the Princess Eloctoress, with the Count of
Gherardesca, archbishop of Florence, all of whom
were filled with wonder and fear at the wild
loneliness of the place, and great admiration
of the sanctity of the inmates. The holy pontiff
4
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Clement XI., in reading what was there observed
according to the constitutions, was so much af-
fected that he wept, declaring that they were truly
servants of God. Amongst the many instances
of extraordinary mortification practised by Blessed
Leonard at this time, I shall mention one. When
he was appointed superior of the monastery of
S. Francesco al Monte, he determiued to retire
for some time to the hermitage. The evening
before his departure he prostrated himself in the
middle of the refectory with a stone tied to his
neck, and accused himself of tepidity and neg-
ligence, asked pardon of the community, and
entreated them to pray that he might receive
the grace of God.

CHAPTER IX.

BLESSED LEONARD SETS AT LIBERTY A WOMAN UNDER
SENTENCE OF DEATH. GIVES A MISSION IN THE
DIOCESE OF PISA, AND IS RE-ELECTED FATHER
GUARDIAN.

It happened on one occasion when Blessed
Leonard was about to retire to his solitude after
having ended the missions, he heard that a young
woman having been found guilty of infanticide,
was in prison, under sentence of death, near the
monastery. The case was much spoken of in
Florence, for it was said the crime was not

. clearly proved, and the unbappy creature ought
not to be executed. Although many felt and
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spoke thus, no one was found to defend her,
the sentence was given, and the execution to
take place in two days. However, one of the
first counsellors of the town was at last moved
to compassion, and knowing the high esteem in
which Blessed Leonard was held by the Grand
Duke, and the influence he had with him, went
to the monastery and made the case known to
him, and entreated he would endeavour to per-
suade his highness to suspend the exeoution of
the sentence, and have the criminal tried again,
offering to defend the cause himself. On hearing
this, Blessed Leonard went immediately to the
court, where he was most graciously received by
the Grand Duke, who, in reply to his request,
told him that the sentence had gone forth, was
to be executed in two days, and could not be
annulled. The good father meekly replied, that
he had not come to ask him to prevent the
course of justice, but only to look over the trial,
and see if some mistake had not been made,
for so it was spoken of in the town. At these
words the just and pious Cosmo IIL raised his
eyes to heaven, and said, after a short silence,
It is not impossible that there has been some-
thing wrong in the evidence; the trial must
come on again.” This was done, and the in-
nocence of the condemned person clearly proved,
and she was set at liberty, to the great joy of all
interested in her, who at the same time lauded
the charity of Blessed Leonard, who became every
day more endeared to the inhabitants of Florence.

About this time he went to give missions in
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the diocese of Pisa, where he converted many,
who brought forth plentiful fruits of penance.
On one occasion when he was preaching on scan-
dals, and scourging himself so severely with the
discipline, that the people were moved to tears,
the parish priest rushed forwards, and taking
the instrument of torture from the hand of the
missionary, confessed in a loud tone, that it was
he who caused scandal, cast off his cotta, and hav-
ing laid bare his shoulders, began to scourge
them in the most severe manner. The people
were even more affected at seeing their own
pastor, a holy and excellent priest, giving such
public manifestations of his great humility. Mon-
signor Frosini, archbishop of Pisa, hearing of the
wonders done by this zealous labourer in his
diocese, desired to hear him preach. Accordingly
he went to Pontedera, six miles distant from
Pisa, where the man of God, who was then em-
ployed in saving souls, and listening to the cries
of the people, who wept with compunction, calling
on God for mercy, so that he was frequently
obliged to pause, and exhort them to be silent;
he declared that he had never, on any occasion,
seen so many tears shed, or such signs of peni-
tence. The archbishop requested Blessed Leonard
to preach in the Pisa, and accordingly he gave
the first mission in the church of 8. Agostino,
which Cosmo III. with his court attended ; and
as this church, spacious as it was, was not large
enough to contain the great multitude which
flocked to hear him, he was obliged to preach
in the cathedral, which, although very large,
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could not hold them, so that many were obliged
to kneel outside, and nothing was heard but
lamentations and cries for mercy. Having ended
the mission, he gave the spiritual exercises to
the students in the university, upon whom he
made so deop an impression of the importance
of spiritual things and eternal salvation, that
from that time they gave themselves more to
the study of Christian virtues than of science.
Soon after this the Grand Duke sent for him
to Leghorn, where, as it is well known, there
are many Jews, who enjoy much liberty, and the
wealthy merchants among them are allowed to
make use of Christians for their servants, and even
to have the women as nurses for their children ;
this was the cause of many disorders, as may
easily be imagined. Added to this, vessels be-
longing to the Turks and heretics were constantly
coming into the port, and the free intercourse
with the people was the cause of much vice
and immorality. Many who desired to correct
this great evil, rejoiced at the coming of so
good a labourer into this uncultivated vineyard.
"Blessed Leonard arrived at the most opportune
time, that of the carnival, and the mission was
begun, and carried on with so much zeal, that
contrition was universal, and such public and
manifest signs of repentance, that Leghorn seemed
another Ninive converted. The Carnival was
not thought of, although every preparation had
been made at a great expense, masks were pro-
hibited, and the theatres closed. The multitude
of reformed and penitent people who crowded
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to the feet of the priests night and day to make
their confessions was so great, that they were
obliged to place a guard before the confessionals,
to prevent confusion and disorders which so great
a crowd might cause.

Amongst many conversions, none were 80
wonderful as those of some women of lost cha-
racter, who hearing of the great things done by
these good missionaries, excited only by curiosity,
went to hear them. Forty of them went together,
and although it was far from their intention
to change their lives, and be converted, yet, at
the powerful and persuasive .voice of Blessed
Leonard, who so loudly inveighed against the
vice to which they were -addicted, they very
soon felt a horror of their iniquity and a great
fear of eternal punishment, and began to weep
and cry aloud for mercy and pardon of Almighty
God, and forgiveness of all to whom they had
given scandal. The sudden and unexpected con-
version of these womeun excited much wonder
and adwmiration; they were sent by the pious
missionary to a private house near the church,
from whence they came every day during the
retreat to hear the sermons, dressed like peni-
tents, having not only their faces covered, but en-
veloped from head to foot in long cloaks, The
people seeing them walk thus habited in proces-
sion to the church, were greatly edified and af-
fected, and praised God for having, by means of
His servant, converted these women, who -for so
long a time had been a scandal to the town. Still
more did the wonder increase, when it was known
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that three of them, four days after their conver-
sion, passed imto eternity, with every sigu of
true contrition, praising and magnifying the di-
vine mercy for giving them grace to forsake
their evil ways, and blessing him whom God had
sent to convert and save them.

Blossed Leonard was unwilling to leave Leg-
horn without making sure of these poor but now
fortunate women ; and finding that want and ne-
cessity had driven them to their late miserable
course, recommended that a collection should be
made for them, which was so abundant as to
provide them with the means of living honestly,
and from that time they lived in the path of
virtue.

Very great was the reward of Blessed Leonard
for his labours in Leghorn; he returned to his
monastery of S. Francesco al Monte, and soon
after retired to his beloved solitude S. Maria dell’
Incontro. About this time he was elected for the
second time father guardian and director, in which
office he was 80 exact in enforcing the observance
of the rule, that all subject to him declared he
was the model of a superior, the teacher of every
virtue, and, after Almighty God, their chief
support. He was the first at all community acts ;
and not coutent with his labours in the confes-
sional, he frequently went to various convents
of nuns to confess them, and animate them to
fervour and advancement in the spiritual life.

The Grand Duke, who had been ill for some
time, was more than ever desirous that Christian
piety should flourish in his dominions, and on
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the occasion of Blessed Leonard going to visit
him, he desired that missions should be given
in Florence, one in the church of S. Fridiano,
and the other in that of S. Catterina delle Ruote,
from which, as usual, a plentiful harvest was
reaped in the counversion of souls. The Grand
Duke died soon after this, and was succeeded by
his son, Gian Gastone, who, following the good
example of his father, held Blessed Leounard in
high esteem, and invited him to preach repentance
throughout the grand duchy. Amongst the many
acts recorded of him at this time, in the obser-
vance of the rule, and the manner in which he
used to correct those who failed in their duty, I
shall satisfy my readers by relating one only. On
the occasion of the canonization of SS. Giacomo
della Marca and Francesco Solano, celebrated
in 1726 in the monastery of 8. Francis, two
octaves were to be kept, one in the church of
S. Francesco al Monte in Florence. Blessed
Leonard being obliged to go on a mission, gave
a general order that they should celebrate the
octave with the greatest solemnity, but strictly
prohibited three things, to hang the church with
silk, to have fireworks, and to ring a double chime
of bells, because, according to the rules of the
retreat, one only was to be rung. Having given
these orders, he set off, and finding on his return
they had not been obeyed, he used every means
to discover the delinquents, but in vain. He
determined, however, not to allow disobedience
to go unpunished, and one evening when all were
assembled in the refectory, he thus addressed
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them : ¢ My brethren, our laws have been trans-
gressed, the sin of disobedience has been com-
mitted, and the sinner is not discovered, there-
fore it is left for me to do penance.” Having
said this, he commanded that no one should move
from his place; he walked into the middle of
the refectory, and scourged himself with the
discipline during the time in which he said the
Psalm “ Miserere” thrice in a loud voice.

All present wept and lamented, for they knew
he was doing penance for the sin of others, and
entreated him to desist, but in vain. Having
finished the Psalms and the scourging, he re-
turned to his place, and gave them a most
impressive discourse on the importance of obedi-
ence, especially for religious, and reminded them
that every sin, whether mortal or venial, must be
punished. It pleased the Almighty to prove the
truth of this by punishing one of the disobedient
monks when he was in the very act of ringing the
double chime which had been forbidden ; he re-
ceived a violent blow on the forehead, which left a
scar as & sign of his disobedience. From this
and many similar acts, it may be imagined how
full of zeal Blessed Leonard was as father su-
perior of the monastery of the retreat, and how
strict in the observance of the rule.
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CHAPTER X.

BLESSED LEONARD GIVES MISSIONS IN LUCCA AND ROME,
FROM WHENCE HE RETURNS TO FLORENCE.

Tee authorities of Lucca, many of whom had
heard of the preaching of our holy father in their
neighbourhood, were most desirous that he should
give missions in that oity, and to accomplish this
they sent Canon Zucchesini to negociate with
him. He had, amongst many other good resolu-
tions, formed that of never refusing to labour
for the good of souls whenever he might be
required ; therefore, he accepted the invitation,
and went immediately to Lucca. Of this place
he often spoke with the greatest interest, prais-
ing the docility and tractability of the people,
and blessing God for the rich harvest he had
gathered, in gaining souls for heaven. As soon
as he arrived he began the mission in the
church of 8. Fridiano, which although very
spacious, was 80 crowded with people from the
country, as well as the town, that it was feared
many would be trampled on, and killed ; it was
therefore thought expedient to close the doors
when the church was quite filled. It was on this
occasion that a criminal under sentence of death
sent for him, and entreated that he would attend
his dying moments. He naturally felt a great
repugnance to witness such a spectacle, yet
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charity induced him to conquer it, and taking
courage, be accompanied the unfortunate man to
the place of execution, aud supported him to the
last ; and as an immense concourse of people were
assembled, he remained ou the scaffold, and gave
them so impressive and edifying a sermon, that
with one voice they called on God for pardon.
From Lucca he prooeeded to other places, and
one day, when they were on a journey, they came
near a village situated on the side of a hill ; point.
ing to it, he said to his companions, that he was
seized with a sudden inspiration to go there, but
as they knew not to what diocese it belonged, he
sent to inquire if he might be permitted to preach
there. They had an interview with the parish
priest, and found that he and his flock were quite
disposed to receive the missionaries, and would
procure & license from the bishop. The mission
was begun, and from the following fact it was
evident that his desire to go there was an inspira.
tion from heaven. On the first day, a woman
came and fell at the feet of Blessed Leonard,
saying, * Father, Almighty God has ordered this
mission for me.” She then went on to tell him
that when she was a child she had committed a
mortal sin, which she had been ashamed to con-
fess, for in that remote district there were few
priests, and those either relations or friends ; she
also added, that for thirty years she had been
guilty of the sin of sacrilege in approaching the
sacraments, but with great remorse of conscience
that by many prayers and penances she had
recommended herself to the holy Virgin, who
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had appeared to her, and promised that in four
_ days she would obtain for her that a priest should
be sent, to whom she was to make her confession,
and he would give her absolution, and restore her
peace. The good father was much affected on
hearing this, and having encouraged the poor
woman, she made a general confession, to which
he listened with great patience and charity, and
left her full of joy and peace. He was much
consoled by this occurrence, and used to say in
speaking of it, that Divine Providence sent him to
a place to save one soul, and that missionaries
should be satisfied, and consider themselves
amply rewarded for their labours, if they never
gained more than this.

Blessed Leonard had thus laboured for twenty-
two years in the apostolical ministry, enlightening
all Tuscany with his missions, when it pleased the
Lord, in the following manner, to send him to
preach repentance in Rome, Cardinal Barberini,
knowing the zeal and virtue of Blessed Leonard,
wrote a letter, which the servant of God received
when he was in the island of Gorgona, in the
diocese of Pisa, giving him the requisite faculties,
and desiring him to come to Rome to give
instructions, which were much